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SERMON. 



i 



Isaiah 52: 7. — How beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
— ^thatpublisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings 
of good,— that publisheth salvation ; that saith unto 
Zion, thy God reigneth. 

When we wish to make our thoughts 
touch the heart, we borrow aid from scenes 
of distress. He who should paint the moth- 
er fainting and siflking down on the rock, as 
her only son sank under the billows to rise 
no more, would understand human nature. 
Could the last shriek of agony which came 
from the drowning child be also painted, the 
picture would be more complete. The 
mournful songs of Jeremiah, which flowed 
from his harp while his land was in ruins, are 
full of what is tender, and simple as infancy. 
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" Oh ! that my head were waters and mine 
eyes a fountain of tejirs, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people." 

The imagery of my text is inimitable in 
force and beauty. I|ow many desolations, 
often called whirl-winds, swept over the land 
of God's people ! How often did hostile 
armies over-run the country, burn their cit- 
ies, destroy the inhabitants, cast down the 
altars of God, carry the people away into 
captivity, or drive them to find a refuge 
among the caves and dens of the mountains ! 

Suppose we look at them now, as often 
described in the book of Judges. They have 
sinned, and God punishes them by the hand 
of man. He lets the enemy come in like a 
flood. Fire and sword devour the land, and 
the few who can escape butchery, fly to the 
everlasting hills for refuge. The enemy oc- 
cupy the country, keep a standing army 
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quartered upon it, occupying the principle 
cities to slay every one who may venture 
down from the fastnesses of the mountains. 
Their houses, their cattle and their food and 
clothing are all gone. The once beautiful 
Jerusalem is in ashes, and the bodies of their 
friends and countrymen are sleeping among 
the ashes. The fire on the altar of God is 
put out, and the white-robed sons of Levi 
are seen no noore. 

Now go and take y <Hir stand on one of the 
hills of Judah, at the close of a sultry sum- 
mer's day. You see little groups standing 
here and there at the entrance of their caves. 
There is no music there, for the harp of 
Zion's daughter dares not breathe the eve- 
ning song. They are telling the story of 
other days to their little ones ; and the pale 
countenance, and deep-drawn sigh tell their 
own tale. But hark ! I hear a shout ! I see 
these groups rising up thicker here and there. 
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Hush ! the shout increases ; it is rdled from 
hiti to hill and from mountain to mountain ! 
What means it ? It has long been hushed. 
Has the enemy followed them even there ? 
No, no. But I see an old man who has toiled 
up the hills and the mountains under the 
sultry sun. His loins are girded up, for he 
has not stopped to eat. His staff is in his 
hand. He is covered with the dust of the 
hills but his presence has sent such a thrill 
of gladness through these aching hearts that 
his very feet^ all dusty and unwashed, are 
beautiful ! He comes to proclaim deliver- 
ance. Hear the shout. " How beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings ; that publish peace, 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub^ 
lisheth salvation ; that saith unto Zion, thy 
God reigneth." 

This shout of gladness, more than once 
causing the captive people of God to creep 
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from their hiding-places, and to stand eager 
to catch " tlje flying joy" as it leaped from 
hill to hill, over regions hallowed by the feet 
of those who published salvation, was a feint, 
but a beautiful image of that higher joy and 
of that sweeter song which should be called 
forth by those who should publish the Gos- 
pel. For no other deliverence was the song 
ever sungj "glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, and good will to men." At 
no other proclamation has the prisoner leaped 
in his dungeon in such ecstacy. And the 
chambers of ears that never heard, and the 
orbs of eyes that never saw, and the feet of 
the lame that never walked, have been 
gladdened and restored by these tidings. 
The city of Samaria, long the slave of impos- 
ture and knavery, shall have their eyes open- 
ed, the chains of the magician shall fall off, 
the hopes of immortality shall be kindled up 
in the heart, and there shall be great joy in 
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thai city. The tidings shall pass along 
among the villages and among«the cottages 
of the hill-country, and those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death, shall see a great 
light. From the time that the voice of the 
preached gospel was heard ctying in the 
wilderness, to this very hour, has the message 
been hailed with the shoutings of joy. 

You know that by our sins we have for-* 
feited «very mercy. Suppose that God 
should take away one of these^^-I mean the 
influence of the sun in yonder heavens. 
> Then come darkness and frosts, dreariness 
and desolation. The herd is cut off from 
the stall, for the field yields no increase- 
Food for man and for beast begins to fail. 
We grope in darkness, shivering, freezing, 
starving, dying. Not a ray of light comes; 
down from the heavens — ^not a beam is paint- 
ed on the eastern sky. We mourn, we re-» 
pine, we feel that diortly we must all die—; 
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we and our children — and leave the earth a 
dark and a silent grave. Just then comes a 
messenger from God with the tidings that 
God pities us — ^though we deseive to die. 
In a few days, he will create another sun and 
will xoH him up through the heavens and he 
shall pour light and heat upon the earth, 
brighter and wanner than did the old sun. 
Oh ! what tidings ! Lo ! the trees break 
forth into singing, and the little hills clap 
their Jiands for joy 1 "How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him thatbring- 
eth goed tidings, — that publisheth peace, — 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that pub- 
lisheth salvation, — that saith unto Zion, thy 
God reigneth !" Faint echo of that joy, and 
£unt image of that mercy felt on the earth 
when the Sun of Righteousness arose to en- 
lighten, to cheer to bless and to save ! 
Just one hundred years ago to day, and prob- 
ably at this very hour, there was a meeting 
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held in this place. A small church consist- 
ing of five male members only, and a very 
small congregation, — for there were only thir- 
ty families in the town then, — assembled in 
their humble place of worship, to witness the 
first ordination that ever took place here. 
All the northern part of the county, now 
having a college known the world over — ^was 
then a wilderness, and it was a new thing to 
see a church established and a minister or- 
dained. The people had never before had 
any religious teaching here, and they were 
very far from being a religious people. Their 
fir^t minister seems to have been their first 
bond of union. " I found that the people,'* 
says he, "over whom I was settled, was a 
small people, there being only thirty fami- 
lies in the town : a number of them were 
poor, and generally they were without any 
concern about real religion, and given to 
many vices. An easy country to live in, and 
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living without the regular means of grace, or 
public worship, had naturally produced im- 
morality and indifference to religion. But 
their call appearing unanimous, I consented 
to become their pastor, and was ordained 
Dec. 23, 1743, when I was twenty-two 
years old." 

This Pastor, as you know, was Samuel 
Hopkins. I cannot deny myself the de- 
sire to quote here a few lines from his pri- 
vate diary, to shew what his feelings were on 
this occasion. Four days before his ordina- 
tion he says, " fasted in secret to-day, and 
have had some unusual assistance and en- 
largement. My courage is increased in view 
of my settlement here in the work of the min- 
istry. I am willing to go where God calls 
me knowing that this life is not the place of 
happiness. I must wait for that until I 
launch into eternity, and leave my corrup- 
tion behind. I hope God has given me 
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strength to desire his presence in the work 
of the ministry." On the day of his ordin- 
ation he says, ^^ I have to-day solemnly and 
publicly devoted myself to the work of the 
ministr}''. I am now engaged in a great 
work. O, that I might be found faithful unto 
death." 

One hundred years ago to-day, the pulpit 
was reared aiid filled here. Here it has stood 
ever since. It hath lifted its voice when 
dangers threatened, — it hath invited the 
wandering, and you have now an opportu- 
nity to estimate what it has done for you. 
Among all the events which have transpired 
here, you think of no other one so worthy of 
being commemorated as the establishment of 
the Pulpit. No other event is so worthy to 
be held in remembrance, and for which you 
assemble to render solemn and public thanks 
to God. 

What, then, has the Pulpit done for you. 
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for this beautiful town, during the century 
it has here had an opportunity to exert its 
influence ? 1 reply — 

1. a has preserved the Christian Sab- 
bothy and the diffusion of the Bible. 

The same wisdom which created the eye 
and the light for each other, the night for 
the repose and the food for the refreshment 
of the body, made the Sabbath for man. 
He knew the physical, mental and moral 
constitution of man, and adapted the insti- 
tution to this. It is the scaffolding which 
stands around and by which the spiritual 
temple which God is rearing on earth, is 
built up. When Atheism had driven the 
Sabbath from France, they soon felt the ab- 
solute need of something of the kind in order 
to revive and renew the nature of man con- 
stantly wearing down. And so they appoint- 
ed every tenth day, which they called the 
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Decade, as a day of rest. But it would not 
do. It was found that men could not do as 
much work by resting once in ten days as by 
resting once in seven. Nor could any other 
day of rest, save that of the Sabbath, though 
appointed and decreed by every nation under 
heaven, be substituted. 

I am not now to enter into the nature, 
design and uses of the Sabbath. The ne- 
cessities of the body occupy six days in the 
week, and we need the periodical return of 
a day in which the body may rest, the judg- 
ment be cultivated by thought, the reason 
and all the faculties of the mind quickened, 
sharpened, and expanded ; the avenues to 
the heart laid open to pleasures that are pure 
and holy ; the whole man refreshed, enlight- 
ened, elevated and purified : — a day in 
which avarice may have his iron grasp loos- 
ened; ambition have his head bowed ; self- 
ishness have his mask torn off, his power 
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exposed^ rebuked and broken, — while light 
and hope and joy are poured round the dark 
pathway of man. 

The greater part of our community, if not 
poor, are in very moderate circumstances. 
We must toil and toil hard to supply the 
wants of our families. But human nature is 
not so created, that it can endure this pres- 
sure seven days in the week uninterruptedly. 
The sleep of each night does not so restore 
the functions of the body but that we need 
to rest one day in seven to make up what 
each night fails to restore. What then can 
the poor man do without the Sabbath? 
When can he rest, and have the sameness, 
the satiety, the dullness of life broken, so 
that he can begin with new courage and find 
the hallowed period a blessing ? Take away 
the Sabbath, and he'who is now a poor man, 
will sink to the brute, a slave to lust, to ap- 
petite, and to sensuality. His children uned- 
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ucated and unblessed. But suppose he be 
not a poor man, what then is he without 
the Sabbath ? Let him be in the habit of 
idling away his time on God's Sabbath, 
bringing neither himself nor his family under 
its influence, and what is he ? He is a tyrant, 
imposing a yoke of unremitted servitude up- 
on all who are his dependants. He will 
boast of his liberty, it may be, — of his inde- 
pendence and freedom from prejudice, and 
of his power to break away from priestly 
domination ! But did you ever know an 
habitual Sabbath breaker, in what we call 
the upper walks of life, who was not a slave 
to gluttony, or to avarice, or a selfish, earth- 
ly, vegetating being ? He bluster and boast 
of freedom ! He is a mere animal, with no- 
thing to cheer his spirits when they droop, 
to subdue his temper, to correct his jeal- 
ousies, his discontents, nothing to sweeten 
his temper, to enliven the dark future as it 
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opens widely and gloomily before him* 
Watch such men ! They are cut off in the 
fullness of bloating sins, or they sink down 
into cold, lifeless, desponding old age, fret- 
ting, lowering and despairing as they go in- 
to eternity, having added to all their sins, 
that of robbing the poor man of the Sab- 
bath, and so far as they could, of the eternal 
rest of the soul. 

What is the Bible to the world after you 
have taken away the Sabbath ? The Sab- 
bath is the Bible's day — the day on which it 
depends to receive regular study and prayer- 
ful meditation. When will the great mass of 
mankind read and ponder it, and drink in 
its spirit, if not on the Sabbath ? When, 
and where, and how, will the table of the 
Lord, containing a Savior's pledge of love, 
be spread, after you have taken away the 
Sabbath ? 

Remove this day, and how and where are 
2 
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the children of this community to be gathered 
to receive divine instruction, to be trained to 
act from principles of sobriety, honesty and 
religion ? Where will be your sacred litera- 
ture and libraries for the young, after you 
have broken down the sacred enclosures and 
!made a high-way over this consecrated spot 
— the only spot on which this vast and 
^beautiful machinery can be put and kept in 
tmotion ? Ah ! you can never reach the 
world, you can never elevate society, you 
can never even keep society from degene- 
rating, unless you have the Sabbath, in all 
iits power and purity. I appeal to the 
xhristian. I ask him what he could do with- 
out the Sabbath ? On this day the Gospel 
of the grace of God has ever shone most 
conspicuously, clearly, powerfully and glori- 
ously ! O what floods of penitence have 
been poured out on that day ! What con- 
solations bestowed, — what confessions of 
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• sin, — ^what fervency in pmyer — ^what kin- 
Ulings of faith, — what warm gushings of 
hope — ^what sweet communion with God, — 
what bright openings to the throne of God 
on that day ! Ye departed ones, — who have 
gone from this spot,-who once sat at the feet 
of Jesus here, — who were wet with the drop- 

( pings of this sanctuary, — ^who consecrated 

\yourselves to Christ here on that blessed 
day, — ^who are now walking the ittbets of 

•everlasting day, — ^speak, and tell us what the 
Sabbath did for you ! 

But for whom was the Sabbath made ? 

»Por holy or for unholy beings ? Surely for the 
unholy, who are constantly throwing off the 
the authority of God. Who does not know 
that the sinful inclinations of men press with 
peculiar power against this barrier — the Sab- 
bath — the barrier which God has drawn 
around his church to defend her from the 

•waves of human wickedness? Every un* 
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holy heart on earth continually rebels against 
it. The press, the tongue, the business, the 
amusements, the fashions of the world, are 
all at war with the Sabbath. Why do they 
not sweep it away? Take away one 
thing and they will ; and that one thing is 
the PULPIT. 

There is no chain which will draw a com- 
munity towards heaven like the Sabbatli; 
bat eve^ link ofthis golden chain would at 
once be broken, trampled in the dust, should 
you take away the Pulpit. Men drive over 
human laws, over the comandments of God, 
over the Sabbath, and nothing save the mild, 
steady, but powerful voice of the Pulpit has 
ever kept the Sabbath in existence. The 
tide of worldly interests, of ambition, and of 
pleasures swells over it, and with it carries 
off every monument of piety and of a Sav- 
ior's love, the moment this voice is silent. 
Indifference^ will scttk^ down upon the church 
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like drawing down the visible curtains of 
darkness, and no^power which God has yet 
put into the hands of men, can save the Sab- 
bath, except the power of the Pulpit. You 
might surround it with walls made of human 
laws, but what are laws, in this country, ex- 
cept condensed expressions of public senti- 
ment ? Let a community cast off the fear of 
God, and there is no fear of man, and no 
arm of law that can be put forth to hold it 
back from crushing the Sabbath. The Pul- 
pit is the only pillar upon earth which will 
any where and every where uphold the Sab- 
bath. 

No government has ever yet stood, except 
based upon religion of some kind. Ours 
does and must rest upon this basis. For, 
though we have carefully kept the word 
chiiatian out of our Constitution, and in the 
ablest State paper upon the face of the 
earth, we do not recognize Christianity, and, 
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though we have arrayed the whole force of 
public opinion against any union of church 
and state — which is well — ^yet that man must 
be blind to history, and deaf to the experi- 
ence of other communities and nations,and a 
novice in a knowledge of human nature^who 
supposes that our nation can or does not rest 
on any other foundation save that of the chris- 
tian religion — the parent of all our fire-side 
virtues,and of all that ever cheered and warm- 
ed the heart of man with feelingsi expansive^ 
noble, God-like. 

But who have ever vindicated the Sabbath, 
and insisted upcHi it that men must observe 
it, and sanctify it, and use it for the high 
and blessed purpose for which it was insti- 
tuted, and this when we have been sneered 
at as mercenary, and charged with doing it 
to gain our bread ? Who ? The Pulpit 
has always done it, kindly, but peacefully >. 
boldly, and where heard at all, succesfully. 
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Perhaps y6vL will say, "very well; it is the> 
business of the Pulpit to do so." B^ it so. 
Bbt suppose a tide equally strong should set 
in against the profession of law, or medicine, 
— ^tfaen, I say, the man or the men who should 
step in and successfully vindicate either of 
these professions and save it from reproach, 
would be a benefactor tohis race. 

Now the Bible ! I need not ask who 
kept it and handed it down ; who transliaited 
it ; but I do ask, who created the national 
taste so that the translation was needed and 
demanded by the whole community ? I 
answer, the Pulpit. And what has put all 
the mighty machinery into operation, by 
which the Bible as so abundantly printed and 
circulated at this day ? We do not claim 
that the Pulpit moves the press, but no Biblie 
would be wanted from the press, were it not 
that the Pulpit creates the taste for it, and 
that too, from generation to. generation.. 
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Suppose the Bible had been here for the last 
hundred years alone, unaccompanied by the 
voice of the living preacher ; it would have 
been powerless. Suppose the Sabbath had 
dawned here regularly, but there had been 
no faithful expounder of God's word ; what 
would now have been your condition ? Why, 
instead of this chaste, thriving and beautiful 
village, your streets had been lined with low 
tippling shops, and the dark, black distillery, 
— ^known as the devil's workshop without 
any sign, — had sent up continually the smoke 
of the torment of the whole community. 
The name of God would have been openly 
blasphemed in your streets, — property had 
been of very little value, and ruin had been 
written over the door of every dwelling. 
The Sabbath perverted, — ^like the perversion 
of any other blessing, becomes a curse, and 
a highway to ruin. Your Bibles might have 
been in your dwellings, but they had been 
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unread, put kway, and forgotten. But the 
Pulpit has been here, for an hundred 
years, and that, connected with the Sab- 
bath and the Bible, has done that for you 
which no learning or skill of man could ever 
have accomplished. All antiquity wearied 
itself to discover some lever by which the 
great mass of society could be elevated, and 
labored in vain. Laws, wise and good, and 
enforced by the most awful penalties, were 
were drawn out ; and human governments 
just and efficient were put into operation, 
and every faculty of the mind was severely 
tasked to raise and uphold the nations of 
the earth ; but over them all, the B£^tions 
plunged and sunk forever. I know that 
something more than the Pulpit is needed, 
in order to save a nation, but I know that if 
this bulwark be taken away, there is no sal- 
vation for it. You may gaze with admira- 
tion on our laws so simplified, our statutes 
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and our courts of justice, and think you see 
safety in these : but silence the Pulpit in 
this land, and you would see the passions, 
the avarice, the selfishness of men destroy- 
ing all that is so fair and beautiful, and 
of good report. 

Suppose you sail along a coast full of rocks 
and shoals, and the night thickening around 
you, then, every light-house becomes a friend, 
and as you see one and another standing 
on the rocks along the coast, you call them 
a blessing, and hail with joy, every glimmer 
of light shot out upon the dark waters. Our 
nation is afloat upon the stormy waters, and 
there are rocks, and shoals and sands beneath*. 
The sky often lowers and many a dark 
cloud hangs in our horizon. Nothing but the^ 
pure light of God's word can save us. 
Thus it is, that every Pulpit becomes a point 
radiant with safety. The strong, energetic,, 
untiring character of New England.has been. 
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cradled in our churches, and nurtured 
in the house of our God by the doctrines 
of the Bible. This character is the glory of 
our nation. You cannot have such a body 
of men as the clergy of the Puritans — such as 
you have had in your Pulpit for a century, 
dirowing the impress of their teachings and 
character upon the community, without great 
results. And what is the character of New- 
England — ^the most enlightened spot on the 
footstool of heaven ? Go, read it in the for- 
ests that melt away before it, — in the sails 
which whiten every sea, — on the brow of the 
whale ship among the ice-bergs of each pole, 
— ^in the canals and railroads, — in the facto- 
ries and inventions, — in the temperance re- 
formation known throughout the world, and 
read in all that is noble in enterprise. In 
these churches we nurture character, and 
here we raise up men ! And every church 
becomes the spring from which the Pilgrim 
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character, and evangelical principles flow. 
Could our land be filled with them, the guar- 
dian angel of these churches would protect 
and bless the land. Hence every church 
like this, helps to anchor this nation to the 
throne of God. If you ask us to point to the 
proofs of our Apostolical succession,we point 
to these hills and these valleys, to the spire 
of the church prominent in every village, to 
the free school hard by the church, to the 
sons and daughters who go out from us, and 
to the best educated community upon which 
the sun shines. 

2. The Pulpit 18 powerful to enlighten 
and enlarge the human mind. 

A statesman is supposed to be a man of a 
clear mind, enlarged views, and great reach 
of thought. Why ? Because he is suppos- 
ed to task his mind, and enlarge his thoughts 
and views by contemplating great objects, — 
such as the welfare of his country, the rela- 
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tions of all its parts, the effects of laws and 
measures upon it now, and in the distant 
future. The contemplation of any great ob- 
ject, if frequent, will enlarge the mind, and 
the feelings and whole character will take a 
coloring from the object so contemplated. 
Now the whole created universe contains 
nothing so well adapted to expand the pow- 
ers of the mind, to elevate the views and 
subdue the passions of men, as the contem- 
plation q{ the effulgent character, and the 
wise and holy government of God. If a 
man is like the company that he keeps, then 
he who best understands and most frequent- 
ly contemplates the character of God, has 
his own character most conformed to it. 
Who ever rejeqted the light of his word, 
without being darkened, debased, and a prey 
to superstition ? Julian the apostate, made 
the experiment. He rejected the gospel, 
and was ever afterwards the dupe to magi- 
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'CJans and necromancers. One of the Dukes 
•of France, a hardened infidel was a slave to 
his belief in astrology. 

" The godlpss regent trembled at a star.'^ 
Other religions make the worshipper feel 
that his god sees him when he is in the tem- 
ple of the idol ; but the religion of the Bible 
: brings that eye to be ever upon him, and 
hence it is the only religion that can restrain 
from secret sins. To know that the bright 
•and sleepless eye of God is forever upon 
•you, — ^upon the heart by day and by night 
from the moment of your creation to ever- 
! lasting ages, is able, if anything is, to break 
the long and the strong habits of sin. What 
so enlarges the soul as to enter into the ama- 
zing plan of the redemption of a world from 
sin and hell ? This single plan throws day- 
light upon all the pages of the Bible. Here 
you see why Abraham cast his eyes down 
•through distant ages,and rejoiced in the light 
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of the Day-star ; why David spake so mys- 
teriously of his son, sitting on the, hill of Zi- 
on ; why Isaiah rose on wings of fire to catch 
the rising beams of the latter-day ; why the 
angels and the universe paused, gazed and 
wondered over the mystery of God ma-nifest 
in the flesh. Can you sympathize with them 
in their curiosity, their eagerness, their burn- 
ing desires, without having the soul enlarged 
or without feeling that the earth with all its 
proud glories, is but the footstool of God from 
which he is reflecting his character, and 
from which his glories will be thrown over 
the universe ? Spread out the infinite char- 
acter of God and compare yourself with that, 
if you would be humble, — a Being, who, 
with a glance sees the end from the begin- 
ning, — forsees all that men or devils can do 
against him, who will hold on his way and 
do his pleasure in the armies above, an d 
among the inhabitants of this lower world, 
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whether kings shut their mouths at him, or 
whether they bow down and kiss his Son. 
O mortal man ! can you help feeling insig- 
nificant, when you dre brought into a light 
in which you can see God — ^a being not dis- 
appointed because you reject his authority, 
nor moved by your rebellion, nor swayed by 
your plans, nor turned aside by your wick- 
edness ! It is all foreseen, so that the wrath 
of man shall praise him, and the remainder 
of wrath shall he restrain. Go where you 
will, do what you will, you do not go from 
his eye. Ascend into heaven and he is there ; 
make your bed in hell, and he is there ; fly 
on the beams of the morning light, even to 
the uttermost parts of the sea, and his hand 
shall ther« hold you. Call for darkness and 
let midnight throw her mantle over you, and 
his eye sees through all coveiings, and his 
liand strips off all disguises. The balance 
may be light, and the weight deceitful, the 
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Iand-*mark may be removed, the money may 
be corrupted, and the blood of brotherhood 
may cry from the ground ; but the groan 
of oppression, and the sigh of the wronged 
reaches his ear, — and his eye — his blazing 
eye is ever upon the wicked ! Did you ever 
know a very wicked man who dared stated- 
ly to place himself within the sound of the 
pulpit? Did you ever hear of a pirate ship 
seeking to carry out a holy minister of the 
gospel ? Did a company of kidnappers or 
counterfeiters ever listen to the faithful voice 
of the pulpit ? And why not ? Because the 
Pulpit, if faithful, holds up the character of 
God in all its greatness, purity, omnipres- 
ence, and the soul is afraid to sin ! Here, 
for a century has your Pulpit thus held up 
this Being, clothed with a power which no 
finite being can resist, — ^with a wisdom which 
nothing created can fathom — ^always around 
and with you, marking your steps when you 
3 
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go out and when you come in, and is it any 
wonder that you are a virtuous community ? 

3. The Pulpit uses eloquence, the mights 
test of all Jmman instrumentalities by^ 
which to reach men. 

We love excitenient, and we love it in 
proportion as it is high and deep. This law 
of nature may be perverted and thus be- 
come one of the deadliest curses ever inflict- 
ed on man. That deep unconquerable love 
for artificial stimulants, such as strong drink 
and the like, originates in our love of men- 
tal excitement ; and such stimulants as are 
quick and sure in their effects, will be used 
at any expense or hazard. The soul and 
body may groan and sink into ruin as their 
price. 

Why are men «o universally fond of mu- 
sic ? The thrilling excitement of the martial 
band, the soothing sweetness of the evening 
hymn, tlie indescribable emotion awakened 
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by the mounCtin beg-pipe, and the lofty me- 
lody of the organ? Because all these create 
excitement. 

Why has the theatre such powerful hold 
on the mind? No one ever pretends that 
he receives any benefit from the theatre. 
The tears which are given to tragedy, and 
the smiles which are given to comedy, are 
not given for the benefit which the theatre 
bestows, but for the excitement it affords. 

You may have seen the circle of lit- 
tle children hushed and breathless while 
they listened to that which had the comic or 
the tragic, and have heard their tiny shout 
at the former, or their sigh at the latter. And 
why ? Because they are human, and love 
excitement. 

Now eloquence is the most pleasing and 
the most powerful of all means which can, 
with innocency, be used to afford the pleas- 
ures of mental excitement. It can create a 
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gratification to the listener so deep that he 
shall suspend his judgment, and it leaves im- 
pressions upon him which he cannot shake 
off. Consequently it is used by all people 
as the most simple, direct and powerful in- 
strument of persuasion. This is the reason 
why the Indian warrior collects his little 
tribe around the coudcil-fire, and standing 
up, recounts the deeds and glory of their fa- 
thers, magnifies their wrongs, and thus calls 
up passion and revenge. He well knows 
that eloquence is the instrument by which to 
get his tribe to raise the war-whoop, and 
draw the scalping-knife and follow him to 
death. And how do you move men of the 
highest and most cultivated minds ? By the 
same means precisely. And there is not a 
man living who has the common properties 
of humanity, who can withstand the looks, 
the gestures, and the tones of the orator. 
He must be moved. He is moved. We 
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rely on this instrument at the Bar, before the 
popular assembly^ and with the single indi* 
vidual whom you would persuade. 

A degraded youth is seen to wander 
through your streets. You know bis parents. 
They are most estimable peo{^. But their 
son has gone fr^m them, is corrupted, vile, 
hardened and abandoned. For years he has 
had no home and no friend near him. It is 
your desire and prayer to reclaim and re* 
store that youth to his parents. How are 
you to do it ? You meet him and you take 
pains to convince him that you are his friend 
and that you feel for him. You speak to him 
of that aged father and mother, neither of 
whom ever passes a night without dreaming 
of their son, and awaking to pray for the 
poor wanderer. You speak of those sisters 
who never sit down at the family meal with*- 
out casting the sad look towards his empty 
place. You talk about his home, his boy^ 
hood^ and his father'^ jSreside^ You bring it 
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all up before him. You speak of his present 
condition and of his future prospects. Here 
he is alone, degraded, may die here, and not 
have a friend to bury him. There he has 
friends who would give their hearths blood 
for his salvation. You now invite him to go 
back to his father^s house, and offer to me- 
diate ; you show the letters you have re- 
ceived from his father, written amid tears. 
You point out each tender expression ! You 
subdue him -by the tongue, you take him 
by the hand, you encourage, cheer, instruct, 
till you have seen him restored to the home 
of his father ! What is that powerful in- 
strument with which you have conquered 
his spirit ? It is the soft persuasions, the 
tones, the voice, the. looks, and the tears ! 

Now this is precisely what the Pulpit has 
been dcHng here for an hundred years. And^ 
this is the story of ten thousand poor wan- 
ders who have been led back to their Fa- 
ther's arms ! Angels could not conduct sia- 
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nets to Christ, unless they were first clothed 
with human sympathies, and had the coun- 
tenance, the voice, the tones, and the passions 
of men, so that they could find the heart of 
man! 

How vastly more powerful this than the 
cold letter of the Bible alone ! Thousands 
and tens of thousands have been gathered to 
hear the preacher's voice, because they loved 
the mental excitement which human speech 
can create ; and through this medium has 
the light, and the power of the Gospel been 
poured, till they were awakened from their 
slumbers and led to the Lamb of God. Take 
dl the weapons in the armory of God, and 
they are not all so powerful to persuade men 
as the lips of the preacher. The Pulpit uses 
doquence, relies upon it, cultivates it as well 
as incessant preparation will allow, and to 
the end of the world, it will be a source of 
delight, of instruction, and of conviction. 
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because it first excites. It enlightens, and 
persuades, and impresses, that it may win 
and guide to heaven. 

4. The influence of the Pulpit is power- 
fvX because it is accompanied by the special 
influences of the S^rit of God. 

Pulpit eloquence is different from all other 
kinds. When any other orator wishes to 
lead his audience to a certain point, he pre- 
sents, defines, and explains his subject ; he 
tries to remove prejudices against the sub- 
ject or against himself. He then brings for- 
ward his arguments, and motives ; he illus- 
trates, amplifies, accumulates, paints, and 
tries himself to be overwhelmed with the 
subject. He then excites the soul, startles 
the imagination, charms the ear, awakens the 
passions, and then like a torrent, carries all 
with him. If these fail, he has done, lie 
must now sit down and relinquish his object, 
or wait till new circumstances shall give him 
new power. 
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Net so with the orator of heaven. He 
also must use human means. |Ie presents, 
explains, meets objections, shuts the mouth 
of the caviller, draws motives from time and 
eternity, and pours his soul out upon others. 
And all this may effect nothing. The glance 
of the eye, and the tones of the voice may 
be sweet, or they may be tones of thunder, 
and the hearer may go to sleep. Yet the 
preacher does not hang his head in discour- 
agement He sows in the morning and he 
sows in the evening, not knowing which may 
take root. But the Spirit of God comes 
down, and what neither Paul nor Apollos 
could do, is accomplished by the Holy Spirit. 
He can make the heart susceptible to the 
truth, and he can also impress and seal truth 
upon the heart so prepared. While he 
opens the joints of the harness, he sharpens 
and directs the arrow of the Almighty. 
Hence, though your preacher may have no 
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thoughts that breathe, or words that burn, — 
no imagination that can startle you by the 
magic of its creations, — no logic that can 
overpower you by its weight, — no tones that 
thrill and vibrate, — no glow that comes over 
you like fire, consuming objections, and 
melting away difficulties, — no eloquence that 
captivates and leads you beyond yourself, 
yet he may wield the mighty power which 
the Spirit of God gives, and thus be a suc- 
cessful preacher. 

^ The power of the Pulpit, therefore, is not 
in proportion to the talents, or the graces 
which fill it, but in proportion as the direct 
influences of the Spirit of God which attend it. 
This is the great secret of its power over the 
world. Men have made war upon the Pul- 
pit, hurled defiance against it with all the 
aids which depraved minds could afford, and 
then have wondered why it was all in vain. 
Rear it in the dark places of the earth, and 
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it kindles up light and life, calling men into 
social, rational and reli^ous existence. Place 
it in the most refined society, and occupy it 
with a sanctified preacher, and it is equally 
powerful and irresistible in its influence. 

It is not so with other kinds of eloquence. 
You may stand in the Senate and thunder 
with a voice almost divine, and lift an 
arm that has been felt the earth over, and 
you can expect no aid from God except that 
providential light and guidance, by which 
kings reign and princes decree justice. You 
cannot expect the special influences of the 
Holy Spirit, because God hath been pleased 
to connect these influences with the foolish- 
ness of preaching, and with nothing else. 

Some suppose that the Pulpit is to be much 
more powerful than it ever has been, because 
the ministry is to become so much more 
learned. I very much doubt the premises. 
The great majority of ministers have too 
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much to do^ too many calls, to allow them to 
become learned men. They are too much 
engaged in sowing and reaping. We need 
our very learned men here and there in our 
Colleges and Seminaries, who with the pen 
will defend the out-posts as well as the cita- 
del of Christianity, and who, like the great 
ship of war, will lie off in the great waters 
under the cover of whose long guns, those 
who carry the musket and bayonet, may 
storm and take the camp of the enemy. Such 
men are needed, and Providence raises them 
up as they are needed. But the great body 
of clergy in this land, cannot expect to be- 
come, in the strict sense of the word, deep 
scholars. But they will learn what weap- 
ons are the most needed, and acquire great 
skill in using them. The calls for the world's 
conversion are so loud, that the Pulpit has no 
time to become learned merely for learning's 
fiake. For if a man gives sufficient time to 
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become an adept in one thing, he is in dan- 
ger of losing in another. 

Some suppose the Pulpit is to become 
powerful, because it will become much more 
doqutent, 1 have no great expectations of 
this. I say nothing about the difficulty of 
being eloquent so frequently, when the same 
voice must be heard by the same audience, 
the same subjects presented, the same asso- 
ciations and habits returning, and the mind 
occupied by the same pressure of duties. 
The difficulty lies in the very nature of the 
work. The ground occupied by the Preach- 
er, is consecrated ground, and we are not 
allowed to use the means which all other 
public speakers adopt. A common orator 
may use satire and ridicule. The preacher 
may not. He may use personal character 
and circumstances. The preacher may not. 
He may awaken the imagination by fiction 
and exaggeration. The preacher may not. 
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He may open the heart,throw his audience off 
their guard by exciting the smile or the laugh 
and make amusement the direct object of 
at least a part of his address. The Pulpit 
may not do so. He may use the language 
of scorn and irony, and biting, burning sar- 
casm, and put on the look of defiance, or 
break out in wrath and call up passion to 
aid him in reaching and overpowering his 
audience. The preacher may not do so. 
He is shut up to one kind of eloquence. He 
must tread one particular path, and if he be- 
comes a popular orator, in the same propor- 
tion he recedes from holding men by the le- 
gitimate power of the Gospel. The testi- 
mony of God to a lost world will not bear the 
drapery of ornament, and the functions of 
the conscience are too awful to admit the 
tricks of art and oratory. The preacher is 
shut up to one way. It must be the elo- 
quence of thought, and of deep, solemn im- 
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pression. If borne down at all, the audi- 
ence must bow under the weight of eternal 
things. In making these impressions, there 
is without doubt room for improvement ; and 
if this is what is meant by an increase of 
power, I trust it will receive a greater amount 
still. And I hope so, because I have no 
doubt the spirit of God is yet to be poured 
out more fully, more constantly, and more 
powerfully, than he has ever yet been ; and 
that the Pulpit is to become the centre of a 
wide,deep, holy influence, binding the church 
to the throne of God, and drawing the world 
to Christ by the chains of love. The wis- 
dom of men could never have discovered 
such an instrumentality, nor can the wisdom 
of man improve it beyond what it was when 
first appointed. Nor can the arm of man, 
aided by the spirit of darkness, destroy it. 
The attempt has been made a thousand times, 
and with a bitterness and a virulence that 
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left no efforts unassa}red. Men and minis* 
ters may pass away like shadows. They do. 
But God will raise up other generations, and 
the Pulpit will still hold its place, pouring 
light into bosoms that are darkened, — joy 
into hearts that are aching, — creating con- 
science and renewing her oil that her light go 
not out ; planting and rearing hopes in the 
bosom which the hand of sorrow or disap- 
pointment or death itself can never pluck 
up, — lifting the curtain that hangs oter the 
grave, and pouring visions of immortality up- 
on the trembling spirit as she leaves to go 
into eternity. In one hand it holds up a 
mirror, and in it the sinner sees his heart, 
his guilt, his prospects ; with the other hand 
it points to the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. Before it, sin 
will stand rebuked. Infidelity turns away 
silent ; and the high look, and the lofty im- 
agination is brought into the obedience of 

the faith. 

I 
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" The Pulpit, where the satirist has at last 

Strutting and vap'ring in an empty school, 

Spent all his force and made no proselyte, 

I say the Pulpit, in the sober use 

Of its legitimate, peculiar powers, 

Must stand acknowledged, while the world 

shall last, 
The most important and effectual guard. 
Support, and ornament of virtue's cause !'' 

We cannot know till the great Day dis- 
closes the results, what good has been ac- 
complished in this place by the Pulpit for the 
last century. You must call up the families 
that have been rescued from vice and poverty 
and crime ; you must call back the many sons 
who have gone out and are scattered abroad, 
but were here taught to live for God's glory ; 
you must go the grave-yard and call up the 
pious dead who are resting there ; you must 
call back the bright ones now before the 
throne of God, and who were here sancti- 
fied and prepared for glory, before you can 
4 



I 
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know the half of what has been done here 
by the Pulpit. 

1 love to throw the mind back to the or-- 
dination which took place an hundred years 
ago this very hour — ^when the youthful shep* 
herd took charge of this little flock ! As he 
surveved the few families here — as he look- 
ed at his church of five members, — as he 
girded on the harness with fear and tremb- 
ling, how little did he think that his feet 
would be called beautiful after he was 
gone — and that a century afterwards the 
same church would gratefully come togeth- 
er, and commemorate his worth, and hold 
him in everlasting remembrance! Could 
he return to-day, how would his heart be 
cheered at what he would see ! 

Of the ministers whom God from time to 
time has given to this church, I know very 
little. My impression is that in this respect 
you have been highly favored. But of your 
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first Pastor, — ^whose strong hand was seen in 
laying the foundations of this church, — and 
whose hand is doubtless felt here this day, — 
the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, we know much. 
There were giants in the land in those days, 
and he was one of them. It \^as wonderful 
that so many men should arise in a single 
generation, of an intellect so mighty and of 
hearts so devoted. Noble spirits ! they will 
live as long as the moon endureth ! Among 
these, Jonathan Edwards stood foremost. 
He was a wonder! With a body feeble 
and frail, 'and trials inseparable from him 
who lives a century in advance of his age, 
he could investigate the laws of the human 
mind, bringing that mind under the pure 
light of God's word, and clearly describing 
in language what others perhaps had felt, 
but could never describe. The wild sons of 
the forest pitied him, as they saw him a 
prisoner in his little study week after week, 
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writing books which were to mould and 
shape individual character and national 
character, as long as the English language 
shall be spoken. In four months, he pro^ 
duced a work — that on the Will — which 
would render any name immortal, and prob- 
ably this is the greatest effort for the time 
taken, ever recorded of the humaa mind. 
The moral character of New England, (and 
consequently, that of the rest of the country,) 
has been formed to an unacknowledged 
degree, by his pen. Wonderful man! — 
With every thing in his circumstances to 
depress him, his soul dipt her wing in light, 
and bore, his own and succeeding generations 
from thick darkness into the regions of 
everlasting day. The world may cavil at 
his exhibitions of truth, and now and then 
the human mind, in the loftiness of its pride, 
will try to .break away from his reasoning, 
and resist his conclusions : but every such 
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attempt only shews more clearly that he 
kud his hands on the naked foundations of 
truth. No denomination can claim him as 
a leader. Views as enlarged as his, will 
never do for a party. His life was spent in 
pouring light upon truth, and when error 
met him and disputed him, he stopped like 
a giant and took it up carefully, and then 
laid it down in such a way, and threw upon 
it such a mantle of light, that it not only did 
not rise again, but never again moved or 
gasped. Others have passed over the stage 
of life and flashed more light as they passed ; 
but when Edwards went to the grave, he left 
a light behind him, like that of the setting 
sun in summer — a light that will not go out 
till swallowed up in eternal glory ! 

Then came his pupil Hopkins, — settled in 
this then new country over 30 families, with a 
salary hardly amounting to ^200 a year— he 
too did famously : from his birth he was dedL- 
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cated to the work of the ministry. Brought 
up in the ways of piety, he says he does not 
recollect ever having heard a profane word 
from any of his youthful companions for the 
first fourteen years of his life ! There were 
holy men in those days — and Samuel Hop- 
kins will be one of the jewels which David 
Brainard will wear in his crown forever. It 
was his individual faithfulness which led 
Hopkins to see his own heart in the light of 
the Bible, and to seek Christ. At the early age 
of twenty-two he was prepared by divine grace 
and by education to take charge of this in- 
fant church. He labored here 25 years. 
When called to leave this people by the 
church in Stockbridge, he relinquished the 
thought at once, in order to introduce the 
Rev. Mr. Edwards. Mr. Hopkins labored 
here amid great discouragements, — from not 
seeing the fruits of his labors. His people, 
for aught that appears were kind— with the 
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exception that his small salary does not ap- 
pear to have been very punctually paid. 
After the year was out, they used to meet 
and vote how much he should receive. It 
varied from X40 to £45 and his wood. One 
of his parishioners, an educated man, — ^af- 
terwards the Rev. David Sanfwd, Pastor of 
the Church in Medway, was his brother-in- 
law by marriage. But Sanford despised 
Mr. Hopkins and seldom went to hear him 
preach. His heart grew bitter. While at 
work on his farm his opposition of heart 
would often shew itself. One day when 
alone, on removing a log, he observed a very 
great number of very small animalculae. 
" Hopkins," says he, speaking aloud, " Hop- 
kins says that nothing was made in vain, 
and for what were you made?" At the 
same time crushing them with his foot;— 
" there, that is what you were made for !" 
"Yes," said a voice within, "they were 
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made to shew forth the enmity of your heart 
agsunst God." 

In their intercourse it was Sanford's aim 
to get his brother irritated. At length he 
succeeded. Mr. Hopkins left him in anger. 
It was a great triumph to Sanford. *' There," 
says he to his wife — " there goes your saintly- 
brother. He professes to be a christian and 
is always insisting upon the reality of a 
change of heart: see what a heart he. has 
exhibited !" « I felt," says Mr. Sandford, 
that I had triumphed, and that to me was a 
night of joy. I had gained an advantage: 
my foot was on the neck of brother Hop- 
kins, and I was determined to keep it there." 
But the triumph was short. At an early hour 
the next morning, Mr. Hopkins was at Mr. 
Sanford's house. "I want to see your 
family together, brother Sanford." When 
the family were assembled he continued — 
<^ Last evening I was angry : mine was not 
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the spirit of the gospel. I have done much 
to wound the cause of religion, and to pre- 
judice yott against it. I have had no deep 
to-night, and I cannot hope to receive for- 
giveness of God, until I have asked your 
forgiveness. Brother ! will you forgive me ? 
and O ! do not form your opinion of reli- 
gion from what you have seen of its influ- 
ence in my example!" "As he left my 
house," says Mr. Sanford, " his eye fell upon 
mine and it pierced my heart. That placid 
look spoke of peace within, and of peace to * 
which I was a stranger !" 

This was the last time that Hopkins was 
ever known to exhibit anger, — ^probably the 
last angry emotion he ever felt. Sanford 
became a faithful laborer in the vineyard of 
his master, and his descendants, to the se- 
cond generation are now serving the Lord. 

Dr. West, who was located in a neigh- 
boring town, — and who was justly considered 
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a great man— -settled in the ministry without 
having, as he says, ever known the power 
of religion on his own heart. By the kind 
and judicious efforts of Hopkins, he was 
brought into the kingdom of God, and the 
whole tenor of his religious opinions became 
changed, as did his preaching. Whitefield, 
in his journeys to New England, used always 
to visit Mr^ Hopkins, — spend sometime with 
him and preach for him. It was owing to 
the mild, firm, decided, yet kind method 
► of Hopkins, that Whitefield laid aside many 
of his prejudices and much asperity against 
the clergy of the day. 

On the death of Edwards, his papers were 
committed to Dr. Hopkins, who wrote a val- 
uable memoir of Mr. Edwards.. This led to 
an intimacy with Edwards the younger, — 
who, in the pride of youth, and the vanity 
of intellect, was rejecting the great doctrines 
taught by his father. By the mild, ki&d 
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and unanswerable arguments of Hopkins, he 
was led to see his mistakes, and in conse- 
quence to write one of the most masterly 
treatises, — that on Liberty and Necessity, — 
in our or any other language. 

The writings of Dr. Hopkins were nu- 
merous. There is a greater resemblance in 
him to his able and great friend. Dr. Bella- 
my; than to any other man. He wrote most 
ably on the Introduction of Sin, — a life of 
President Edwards, — on the Exercises of the 
Unregenerate, — on the Divinity of Christ, — 
on the nature of true holiness, — on the Af- 
rican slave trade,— on universal salvation,^ — 
a Memoir of Miss Anthony, — ^his own Me- 
moirs, — ^a volume of Sermons, and many 
smaller works. Many undertook to confute 
his views, — to whom he made replies. I 
believe the same man never tried twice to 
confute him. He silenced all who dared 
attack his position* He was slow ia mount- 
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iog his cannon, and very deliberate in load- 
ing, but woe to those who tried to stand be- 
fore his batteries. His great work, — a Sys- 
tem of Divinity, — cost him ten years' labor, 
— and it is richly worth it all. It has given 
him an imperishable name. Many have 
sneered at his views and at what they call 
Hopkinsianism. I am afraid that few of those 
who sneer can understand him, and that few- 
er still can answer him. This tide was 
first given by one who was trying to answer 
Dr. Hopkins, — ^but who found it easier to 
give the dog a bad name, than to prove him 
mad. It is now generally used to designate 
the great doctrines which are held and 
taught in New England. They may be 
summed up in two words : — the universal 
agency of God in all events, — and the ne- 
cessity on our part of disinterested benevo- 
lence — ^in opposition to selfishness. This is 
Hopkinsianism. It exalts God and abases 
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man. It is the book of Romans brought 
home to the bosoms and lives of men. 

On leaving this place, Dr. Hopkins went 
to Newport, (R. I.) where he spent the re- 
mainder of his days. The first great work 
which he there did, was to open the eyes of 
the community upon the subject of the slave 
trade. The people of Newport were en- 
gaged in the trade ; — fitted ships out there; — 
forged the fetters and hand-cuffs and gags 
there ;— -almost all were engaged in the un- 
holy traffic. Hopkins examined the subject 
fully — and then prepared himself for the Pul- 
pit. So mild, so kind, and so powerful were 
his arguments, that instead of giving offence, 
the whole community wondered they had 
not seen it in the same light before. There 
was no denouncing, no calling hard names, 
no language borrowed from Billingsgate, or 
any other place near hell ; — for the man 
who knows his cause and his own strength 
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need not do this. The deep river will be 
found and felt and admired, while the shal- 
low brook chafes, and brawls and shews 
little except the stony bottom. Reformers 
are God's great instruments of good — won- 
derful men in wonderful emergencies, — but 
they are seldom if ever conscious of the work 
they are doing. After ages see that. 

The writings and preaching of Hopkins 
had a great effect in suppressing the slave- 
trade, and in preparing the way for New 
England to wash her hand of the foul busi- 
ness. His voice even res^ched Congress, and 
aided the work there. 

Hopkins lived much in advance of his 
age — ^his eye was the eagle's, and he saw a 
great way off. Before his age, he saw the 
advance of unitarianism in Boston; and he 
lifted up his voice and took his pen to defend 
the Divinity of Christ, while his generation 
were slumbering. He was in advance, — far 
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in advance in r^ard to the sins and guilt 
and curse of slavery^ and did a great work 
on this subject. He was far in advance in 
theology^ and his writings have done not a 
little to separate the evangelical and the 
non-evangelical in New England,— -i. e. to 
make the real and the nominal churches feel 
that they are not ahke. His was a meek, 
a humble, a child-like, but a powerful mind. 
One hundred years have gone past, and his 
influence has just begun in this world. He 
lived to a good old age, — ^knovvn through 
the land — poor but liberal, humble, and meek 
and lovely, and was gathered to the rest of 
his Fathers at the age of 83, and the 60th 
of his ministry, and his remains lie buried at 
Newport, (R. I.) Few men ever loved the 
work of the ministry more, or followed it 
more faithfully. I believe he was universal- 
ly beloved and respected by his people. 
How could it be otherwise ? He loved them 
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with that intense love which a faithful min- 
ister only can feel for his flock. There are 
few ties so sacred, so holy, and so tender as 
those between a Pastor and his flock. And 
when a people love their Pastor, and have 
confidence in him, how happy it makes them! 
And when a man turns against his Paston, 
what a savage he becomes ! When he 
breaks these tender ties, and lifts his arm 
against a faithful minister of God, I doubt 
whether this side of hell, there is a feeling so 
bitter and so fierce as is his ! And the more 
faithful and conscienscious that Pastor is, 
the more intensely bitter is the wormwood of 
that heart. 

It was a great blessing to this people to 
have such a: man as Dr. Hopkins stationed 
here for the first quarter of a century, and 
we have met to-day to honor God for the 
honor which he has bestowed upon you. One 
hundred years ago this day, his youthful 
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beart was yearning over his infant flock, — 
and his bright eye was wandering over these 
beautiful hills, and this enchanting valley. 
The hills and the valley remain as th^y 
were, — but where is he ? Where are the 
men then assembled in their humUe church ? 
They are gone. Some of their grand-chil- 
dren are here to-day. The same sun shines, 
— ^the same heavens look down upon us, — ; 
the same God of mercy bends over us. One 
hundred years hence, — and there will be, 
doubtless, another church standing where 
this does— but the same spiritual church 
worshipping in it. One hundred yeari hence, 
and doubtless there will be a congregation 
assembled here to celebrate this centennial 
day. But the man who will then stand up 
to preach, is yet unborn, — the congregation 
are all unborn ; but we know that the Pulpit 
will contmue to lift up its voice through all 
these years, and God will own his work and 
5 
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keep the fire on this altar burning. What a 
birth-place of souls will this be between this 
day and that ! How many, may we hope, 
will ere that day, be born into the kingdom 
of God, and be prepared to join the holy 
men who have ministered and who will min- 
ister at this altar ? Brethren, where shall 
we all be before that day ? Who of us will 
be remembered and spoken of then ? Not 
one of us. We shall all be forgotten before 
that time. But 'tis no matter. If we may 
be prepared to meet in heaven, it is enough. 
Brethren, I wish to congratulate you on 
the mercies you have received in having good 
Pastors sent to you. Their graves are with 
you, and their influence lingers here long 
after they are gone. Their prayers for you 
are yet to be answered, and the angel of 
mercy, I doubt not, is yet to come down and 
visit you and your children. Be faithful to 
your trust, — and keep the altar of God pure, 
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and the fire on it ever burning, — ^be faithful 
to your children, that they may tell to their 
children how God walked with their fathers. 
And an hundred years hence, — when we 
are all disembodied spirits, — ^when we shall 
all be in eternity ,— shall we all meet in heaven, 
and looking back a hundred years, shall we 
recal our meeting to-day ? Shall we united- 
ly cast our crowns at the feet of Re- 
deeming Love, and praise him forever and 
ever? Will our sons and daughters be 
there ? May God grant it for Christ's sake : — 
and when time hath received the command 
to be no more, — when this house shall be 
crumbled to dust, and the ground on which 
it stands shall melt with fervent heat — may 
we meet in that world of light and glory 
where the song shall never die away, — ^the 
heart never grow cold, — and love everlast- 
ingly increase ! 
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It is considered Tery desirable that abiief, though 
as far as possible, an accurate history of every 
town should be written and thrown into a shape 
whereby it may be preserved. With reference to 
an object so important, though on a small scale, the 
following pages have been prepared. Their origin 
will be best told by some minutes on record touch- 
ing the whole matter. 

Gt. Barrington, Dec. 15, 1843. 

At a regular meeting of the Church, it was unani- 
mously 

^^ Voted, That we observe the 28th of December, 
inst., as tne Centennial Anniversary of the organi- 
zation of the £r8t Congregational Church in thiff 
place, and the settlement of Dr. Hopkins as their 
first Pastor. 

"Votedj That a committee of six be appointed to 
procure a preacher and make all other necessary 
arrangements for a proper observance of the day. 

"Voted, That tl»e following persons be said com- 
mittee, viz., X W. Turner, Augustus Hitchcock, 
William Ives, Francis Whiting, E. P. Woodworth, 
and Erastus Beckwith." 

This committee invited the Rev. John Todd, of 
Pittsfield, to preach a Centennial Discourse, and 
he accepted the invitation. 

Dec. 29. The anniversary was observed accord- 
mg to previous arrangement. The church was 
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called to order by their Pastor. The Rev. Jame 8 
Bradford was unanimously chosen, and he officia - 
ted as moderator of the me^tins, and President o f 
the day. The following were the 

ORDER OF EXERCISES. 

I. Invocation and Reading the Scriptures, by 
Rev. Mr. Bradford. 

II. Singing by the Choir. 

IIL Prayer, by Rev. W. B. Bond, of Lee. 

IV. Singing by the Congregation, the Choir 
leading^ a portion of the 107th Psalm as turned 
turned into metre, from a singing book printed 
in 1604. To be read line by line, as by Deacons 
in days of yore. — Read by Dea, B. W. Turner. 

1. Give thanks unto the Lord our God, 

for gracious is hee : 
And that his mercie hath no ende, 
all mortal men may see. 

2. Such as the Lord redeemed hath, 

with thanks should praise his name : 
and show how they fro-foes are freed, 
and how he wrought the same. 

3. He gathered them foorth of the lands, 

they lay so far about : 
From East to West, fro-North to South, 
His hand did find them out 

7. And by that way that was most right, 
Hee led them like a guide : 
That they might to a citie goe, 
and there also abide. 
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37. That they may sow their pleasant lands, 

and vineyards also plant : 
To yield them fruit oi such encrease, 
as none may seem to want. 

38. They multiply exceedingly, 

the Lord doth bless them so : 
Who doth also their brute beasts make, 
by numbers great to grow. — [History of 
Rowley.] 

V. Centennial Discourse.^By Rev. J. Todd. 

VI. Prayer.— By Rev. J. G. Hall, of Egremont. 

VII. Singing. 

VIII. Address.— By Rev. T. S. Clark. 

IX. Singing. Original Ode; composed by J. 
W. Turner. 

1. King of Zion wake our praises. 
Pour Th}r blessings from on high, 
Fill us with the love that raises 

Hearts and voices to the sky : '■*• 

Wide extend thy kingdom now, 
'Till the world before Thee bow. 

Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! Hallelujah ! Am en. 

2. Glorious King ! whose love atoning, 
Poured forth a living flood ; 

Even guilty sinners owning, 
In Thy Church, redeemed with blood : 
Sweetest praises to our King, 
Loudest anthems will we sing. 
Hallelujah! &c 

3. Help in every time affording, 
When no other help was found : 
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All Thy deeds of grace recording, 
Let our grateful songs abound : 
Lamb of God for sinners slain, 
Jesus evermore shall reign. 

Hallelujah 1 &e. 

4. Fast the glorious Orb is brightening^ 
Onward let Thy chariot roll ; 
Ere again this day enlightening, 
Spread thy rays from pole to pole : 
Then will saints below, above, 
Keep one jubilee of love. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen. 

X. Address. — By Rev. C. B. Boynton, of Hou- 
satonic. 

XL Singing. Original Hymn in Old Hundred 
the Congregation joining.— Composed by J. 
W. Turner. 

1. Great God inspire our tuneful lay. 

Be with us on this natal day, 
To bless our souls with quickening grace^ 
And show the smilings of Thy face. 

2. 'Mid scenes of darkness and despair. 

Thine ear was open to our prayer : 
Like showers upon the new-mown field 
Thy Spirit came — a harvest yields. 

3. Thine arms like walls of fire around, 

Thy glory in our midst abound ; 
We still shall live to bless Thy name, 
Through everlasting years the same. 

4. Whene'er this joyful day returns. 

The altar with devotion bums ; 
May other lips our theme prolong, 
And praise the Lord in nobler song. 
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6. A Hundred years ! how quickly fled ! 
The living then, are witn the dead : 
And ere a hundred more shall fiy, 
We, too, in mouldering dust shall lie. 

6. May each of us a happy guest 

Be welcomed at the heavenly feast— 
And yet, as ransomed ones, attend, 
And join these scenes, till lime shall end. 

XII. Benediction.— By Rev. Mr. Todd. 



The following notice of the Anniversary was pub 
lished in the Courier, of Jan. 4th, 1844, and is se- 
lected as a description of the day and its perform- 
ances. 

" Mr. Bradford took the chair, and commenced 
the exercises by reading that portion of Scripture 
in the 90th Psalm. After singing and prayer, we 
were favored with the Centennial Discourse from 
the Rev. Mr. Todd. Much might be said in com- 
mendation of this Discourse ; but it is able, and I 
hope will be permitted to speak for Itself through 
the press, so that comment is unnecessary. After 
prayer and singing, the Rev. Mr. Clark, of Stock- 
Dridge was called upon to address us. He said, he 
felt that the Committee of Arrangements, though ho 
would not question their wisdom, had made a mis- 
take in the order of exercises. The Discourse 
should have been last, instead of first ; at any rate, 
under all the circumstances, it would be wicked 
for him to make an address, and he would not at- 
tempt it. He would only add, that as he engaged 
in the exercises of this occasion, especially as he 
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looked upon that venerable picture,^ lie was forci- 
bly reminded of the following passage of scripture, 
which he would have sink deep into the minds of 
all this assembly, and especially of the young — 
"The righteous shall be in everlasting remem* 
brance ; but the name of the wicked shall rot.'' — 
The appeal was very happy, impressive, and 
solemn. 

After singing again, the congregation were in- 
vited to an address from the Rev, Mr. Boynlon. 
He said it might be wise for him to follow the 
example of his predecessor. But as he had been 
requested to say something on this occasion, he 
would occupy a few moments in remarks. He then 
glanced over the history of the century which had 
just closed ; marked, and presented in a vivid 
manner, some of the most important events whioh 
had occurred in that period ; ne summoned us to 
look into the future, and ask ourselves what might 
be our individual condition a hundred years hence? 

After singing, the Pastor of the Church made a 
few remarks, impressing upon us the importance of 
learning from our past experience to trust more en- 
tirely in God ; to sustain with increasing interest 
the precious Institutions of the Gospel ; the impen- 
itent were urged to embrace that religion which 
had done so much for us as a people, and which 
would do so much for them as individuals. Any 
in the assembly not accustomed to attend upon the 
means of grace, were earnestly exhorted to note the 
flight of time, and awake to their eternal mterests 
before it be forever too late. The fervent desire 
was expressed, that when a hundred years more 

* A striking portrait of Dr. Hopkins, which was for a 
time in the Hartford Museum, and obtained there at a 
great expense by his son, Moses Hopkins, Esq^., hung in 
the rear of the pulpit during the anniversary. 
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-were past, we might all be standing round the 
Throne praising God and the Lamb. He closed 
Y>y presenting the following Resolution, which was 
^lnanimou8ly passed : — " Voted, That this meeting 
te adjourned to this place until the Twenty-Eighth 
of December, Nineteen Hundred and Forty-three, at 
eleven 6'clockin the forenoon, for the purpose of cel- 
ebrating the second Centennial Anniversary of this 
Church." 

It was a solemn moment and one long to be re- 
membered. The feeling came over us, that we 
were transacting business for future generations. 
Our Resolution seemed to say, the World will stand 
another century : that long ere then we shall have 
entered upon our changeless destiny ; but whatever 
else may decay and be forgotten j whatever revo- 
lutions may lake place among men ; whatever hu- 
man deeds or important eras and occasions may be 
covered with the dust of oblivion — the church of 
God will live ; we cordially commit all her inter- 
ests to the great Head of the Church ; this day 
"will be cherished; the goodness of God will here be 
remembered ; here will the Gospel still be preached; 
and here will songs of salvation still be sung. 

"There was preaching in the evening by the Rev. 
^Ir. Reid, of Salisbury, Ct. His text was Phill. 
ii. 15, 16. " Among whom ye shine as lights in 
the world : holding forth the word of life." His 
object was to show the design and dut} of local 
churches: which he conclusively proved to be, 1. 
To preserve the truths of God uncorrupted. 2. To 
perfect the individual character of Christians. 3. 
To provide for the proper religious training of the 
young. 4. To perpetuate the Institutions of the 
Gospel and spread them over the earth. 5. To 
preserve the Christian Sabbath. Upon the last 
proposition he would not dwell, as it had been fully 
and clearly discussed during the day. The other 



80 APPENDIX. 

points he presented in a rery lacid and practical 
manner. And^ although he felt himself unprepared 
for the occasion, he could not well have furnished 
a theme or a sermon more timelv, interesting and 
profitable. Such truths, presented in such a maa- 
ner, will always do good. 

^^ This is the first time that the organization of a 
panicular church has been celebrated in this vi- 
cinity, and perhaps in the country ; but I hope it is 
not the last. The day was pleasant, and the large 
assembly evinced their interest by their fixed and 
solemn attention. The occasion, with its joyful 
scenes, and delightful privileges has gone, and wo 
shall witness it again — never, till we meet it for 
review at the judgment seat of Christ!" 

The following records show the action of the 
church in regard to the Centennial Discourse, and 
this appendix, Friday, June 5, 1844. The Church 
met according to appointment, and Voted^ Unani- 
mously, That we return our vote of thanks to the 
Rev. Mr. Todd for his able and interesting Dis- 
course, delivered at our recent Centennial Anniver- 
sary, and that he be requested to furnish us a copy 
of the same for publication. 

*' Votedy That a committee of five be appointed 
to communicate this action of the church to Mr. 
Todd, and if he complies with our request, to se- 
cure the publication of his discourse. 

'Toted, That J. W. Turner, Francis Whiting, Au- 
gustus Hitchcock, B. W. Turner, and William Ives, 
constitute said Committee. 

"Voted, That this Committee be authorized and 
requested to collect and publish, in connexion with 
the centennial sermon, snch facts in relation to the 
history of this church and place as they shall deem 
advisable. 

'Totedy That it be left discretionary with the 
Committee to publish the likeness of Dr. Hopkins 
with the Discourse.'- 



APPENDIX. 81 

For the sake of convenience and method, the 
liistory of Great Barrington will now be con- 
sidered in three parts, taken principally from a 
sermon delivered on the Sabbath succeeding 
the Anniversary. 

I. Its natural or geographical history. 

It has West Stockbridge, Stockbridge and 
Lee lying on the north ; Tyringham and New 
Marlborough on the east; Sheffield on the 
south; Egremont and Alford on the west. 
The surface of a large part of the town is some- 
-what hilly, though there are several beautiful 
intervals of Iw^d lying along the banks of the 
Housatonic, and the smaller streams. There 
is a range of hills, which seems to be a frag- 
ment of the Green Mountains of Vermont, 
making a wall of defence on the east side of 
the village. The only mountain of any note 
. in this town, is the Monument, so called from 
a rude heap of stones which once stood on the 
eastern side, near the road ; and which, tradi- 
tion says, Was raised over the grave of an In- 
dian female, who is reported to have thrown 
herself from the summit of ^ the mountain, 
through the influence of a passionate regard to 
a cousin, whom the laws of her religion would 
not permit her to marry. This mountain has 
been immortalized in song, by Wm. C. Bryant, 
Esq., who though not a native, was for some 
time a resident of this place. 

Our town, however, is not all mountain or 
hill, as a stranger might infer from the repre- 
6 
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sentations given of it in a plate in the Histori- 
cal Collections of this State. It has a soil, cul- 
tivation, vales, fields and landscapes and scene- 
ry which would not suiSer in comparison with 
many places more widely and favorably known. 

The principal river is the Housatonic, or as 
the Indian word denotes — *and a more beautiful 
name — The River of the Hills, running through 
the town from north to south. Williams River 
is a much smaller stream, passing through Van 
Deusenville, and emptying into the Housa- 
tonic near the Ville. Green River, also immor- j 
talized by Bryant, comes from the north-west, j 
and enters the Housatonic in quite the southern i 
part of the town. Besides these, there are I 
several brooks, and some beautiful lakes, which 
afford abundance of pleasure and cruel sport 
for the fisherman. 

In the town there are some natural curiosi- 
ties, and other places of resort for the lovers of | 
romance, and students of Mature. There is | 
what we call " The Rock House," in the vil- | 
lage, just back of the street running west of 
the main street. It is a little room formed of 
solid rock all around, except on the front side, 
which has been built up with stone, and a door 
to shut up Nature's summer heuse ; it has a 
beautiful spring of living water, supplying the 
lower part of the village through an iron aque- 
duct, and being surrounded by so much of the 
wild and the romantic, in the midst of the 
cultivated and artificial, it is justly admired by \ 
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visiters. At the south end of the village, is a 
high eminence, starting up all at once from the 
valley, formed of solid rock, and thinly overlaid 
vdth a coat of earth. It is called Mt. Peter, as 
tradition says, from a hermit-like man who once 
had his rough habitation on its summit. It is 
worthy of a nobler " castle in the air," and I 
hope the time is coming when some enterpri- 
sing individual shall stay the work of destruc- 
tion commenced upon it, and throw around it a 
shield of protection. It furnishes such fin^ 
materials for building, that there is a strong 
temptation to tear it dpwn ; but it ought to stand 
as one of Nature's own monuments. About a 
mile east of the village is a place of considerable 
dimensions among the rocks, called Belcher's 
Cave, from the name of a man who made 
counterfeit money there for a time, as it 
is supposed, and whose den of iniquity, I am 
told, was discovered by the smoke curling up 
from the rude chimney through the rocks. 
There ie another place some four miles east of 
the village called the Ice Cave, from the fact, 
that soM ice may be found there in the warm- 
.est season. It has sometimes been brought 
away in loads during the hot months of July 
and August. The glen is about sixty or eighty 
feet deep, and forty feet across the chasm. It 
is so thickly shaded and so low, as it fills up 
with rain, and the sun never strikes upon it, it 
is a perfect icehouse, and one of Nature's own 
construction. Another place of some resort ie 
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the springs, situated, however, just over the 
line in SbefQeld. It is nearer and much easier 
of access from us than from Sheffield. Ttese 
springs evidently possess some medicinal vir- 
tues, and their water is said to be a certain 
cure for the salt rheum and similar disorders- 
in the hands of one who had the means, the 
time and fasfe for it, this place might be made 
one of not a little attraction. 

Our village is quite unaspiring. It cannot 
be seen from scarcely any point of observation 
at the distance of a mile ; and the first thing 
that meets the eye is the tall spire of the Con- 
gTegational Church, which, it would seem, 
should be permitted to stand as a lofty guide- 
post alike to the common traveller and the spir- 
itual pilgrim. The village is deeply shaded 
with elms and other trees ; it has every mark 
of enterprise and prosperity ; and with its fa- 
cilities of access, and its pleasant accommoda- 
tions in our beautiful and well-regulated pub- 
lic House, it is fast becoming a favorite place 
for those who would exchange for a time, the 
noise and confined atmosphere of the city, for 
the retirement and the bracing air of the coun- 
try. 

In the village there are now 60 dwelling 
houses, and 88 families ; 2 taverns ; 6 stores ; 
20 shops ; a tin and stove ware house ; a grist- 
mill ; a saw-mill ; a furnace ; a plaster mill ; 
a tannery ; a woollen factory ; a printing office ; 
a post office ; a register's office ; a hat factory ; 
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a bakery ; an academy ; a female seminary ; 
a town house ; a mechanic's hall ; and two 
meeting houses. The Berkshire House was 
built by Mr. George R. Ives, a native of this 
place, and a resident of New York, in the year 
1839, at an expense of $14,000, including fix- 
tures. It is kept by a lady upon strict Temper- 
ance principles and in style to deserve, as it re- 
ceives, extensive patronage. The Berkshire 
Courier, a political paper was commenced here 
in 1834, and has a circulation of 550 copies. 
The Washingtonian, a Temperance Paper, has 
just been established in this place. The Acad- 
emy was erected in 1842, costing, with appara- 
tus and fixtures, S3,000. The Town House 
was built in 1839, at a cost of $1650. The 
Factory of the Berkshire Woollen Co., under 
the superintendence of Messrs. Russell, was 
built by them in 1836, at a cost, with the ma- 
chinery, of $30,000 ; it is confined to the man- 
ufacture of Cassimeres, and does an annual bu- 
siness of $120,000. Green River Factory, a 
mile and a half west from the village, is also 
under their direction. It was built in 1835, 
costing with the machinery $8,000 ; and doing 
an annual business of $20,000. The Housaton- 
ic Rail Road, commencing at Bridgeport, runs 
through this village just west of the Main st. 
and intersects the Western Road, by means of the 
Berkshire Road, at the line between this State 
and New York. We are thus brought within 
a short distance of important market places, if 
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we measure distance by the hour, instead of the 
mile. We are 125 miles from Boston, 100 
from New York, 26 from Hudson, 40 from Al- 
bany, 50 from Hartford Ct. 

Van Deusenville, two miles and a half north 
of the village, contains 36 dwelling houses, 
and 49 families within the distance of half a 
mile ; 3 stores ; one lavern ; one furnace ; one 
post office ; two cott6n factories, and one chap- 
el or church. The Furnace was built in 1833, 
and deles annual business of $20,000. One of 
the Factories was built in 1823, doing business 
to the amount of $10,000, per year ; the other 
was built in 1828 — doing an annual business 
of $25,000. 

Housatonicville is two miles and a half north 
of Van Deusenville, and contains 38 dwelling 
houses, and 43 families ; one store ; two cotton 
factories built in 1828, now numbering 108 
looms, manufacturing 900,000 yds. of cotton, 
or cloth, for printing, making a business of $54,- 
000 annually ; two last factories, both doing a 
business of $9,000 per year ; one chair factory, 
doing a business- of 3,000 per year ; and one 
meeting house erected in 1842 at an expense 
of about $3,000. 

In the town there are several bedis of lime- 
stone, some of iron ore, and one of white and 
very beautiful yariegated marble. 

This town, spread over a territory of seven 
miles long and six broad, containing 42 square 
miles, and about 26,000 acres ; affords an 
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agreeable variety of surface and soil well adap- 
ted to the wants of the husbandman, and with 
proper cultivation will yield him a plentiful 
harvest, for the support of the multitudes de- 
pendant upon the fruits of his industry ; and 
our numerous brooks and beautiful rivers fur- 
nish their peculiar advantages to the manufac- 
turer, the mechanic and merchant, thus giving 
life to business and enterpise to the community. 
Our roads, too, of a more public character, are 
very pleasant. Winding along the banks of 
the lovely Housatonic, they favor us with a de- 
sirable medium between the more mountain- 
ous regions of the farther north ; the deeper 
sand-banks of the south ; the greater monotony 
of the east ; and the next to impenetrable forest 
of the west. They almost tempt us to catch 
the spirits of the age and move onward with 
rail-road speed. Whatever deficiency we may 
have experienced in this respect heretofore, can 
now be easily made up in our iron-bound high- 
way, which will carry us over the land, not to 
say around the globe, as by the electric rod. 

It is freely admitted that art and civilization 
have done much for us, as well as for others. 
Within the recollection of some still living among 
us, they have swept away the extensive forest 
by the hand of industry ; they have reared 
pleasant villages where the red man's wigwam 
stood ; they have converted the solitary places 
into fruitful fields ; literally have they made 
the desert rejoice, woA the wilderness bud and 
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blossom as the rose. -But the God of nature 
has done more to render this place a pleasant, 
and an attractive home. If others think their 
residence still more delightful, we are satisfied 
to feel, 

^There is no place like home.'^ 

If you have a taste for the wild and the cul- 
tivated mingled together in the sweetest harmo- 
ny, go stand on yonder hill, over-shadowing 
the village, and view an autumn sun-set. Well 
nigh beneath you are the well formed streets, 
stirring with business, enlivened now and then 
with the shrill trumpet and the flying chariots 
of swiftness, defying rivalry and laughing at 
distance ; the ornamental and deeply shading 
elms, some planted by the hand of man, others 
and most, the natives of the forest ; dwellings 
tastefully arranged ; churches with their tall 
spires significantly raising the affections and 
pointing the thoughts to Heaven ; the river 
with its green banks, and " the willows by the 
water courses ;" the distant fields alive with 
flocks and herds, or waving with the golden 
harvest ; the mountains rising one above an- 
other, ridge upon ridge, with their heavy and 
variegated foliage, their rich, brilliant, and rain- 
bow colors — the whole scenery exhibiting a 
beauty, a softness, a splendor seldom equalled, 
more seldom surpassed. To describe it, requires 
the imagination of a poet; to sketch it, the skill 
of a painter. What ope of our own poets has 
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said with reference to another part of the town 
may be applied to ^is. 

"But the scene 
Is loyely round ; a beautiful river there 
Wanders amid the fresh and fertile mes^ds, 
The Paradise he made unto himself. 
Mining the soil for ages. On each side 
The fields swell upward to the hills, beyond, 
Above the hills, in the blue distance, rise 
The mighty columns with which earth props 
Heaven." 

Gt. Barrington has always been regarded as 
a healthy place. The epidemic which was go 
general, and so alarmingly fatal in this vicinity 
during 1812 and 13, scarcely found a victim 
here. Fevers have never prevailed to any 
great extent in this place. Mr. Wheeler cal- 
culated that for 17 years previous 1822, the 
average number of deaths a year, was only 20, 
•out of a population of 2000. For seven years 
past, it has been about 35, out of a population 
of nearly 2700. In 1842 the whole number of 
deaths was over 50, much the largest that has 
ever occured in any year, since the town was 
settled.. The inference then is just, as well as 
important, that we are favored with a very 
healthy place. There seems, however, to be 
something in the atmosphere decidedly preju- 
dicial to weak lungs ; as there have been more 
deaths, some years, by consumption than in any 
other year by all other diseases. What the 
evHse of this evil is, it may be well for those 
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who have the proper facilities, to inquire, and 
if possible to furnish, at least, some preventive. 
But physicians seem to be agreed in the opiruon 
that if we use a little precaution in guarding 
against the peculiar dampness of our morning 
and evening air, in few places can we expect 
to enjoy better prospect of health and long life. 
For, it must not be forgotten, that any where 
in this world, we may be sick ; every where^ 
we must die ! 

In view of the facts already mentioned, it is 
evident that God has abundantly smiled upon 
us. And we should not be proud of our natur- 
al advantages, but in them we should recognize 
the hand of God, and for them we should strive 
to be duly grateful. Well is it for us to ask, 
who hath done so much for us ? How would 
it tax the genius, the wisdom, the strength, the 
labour of man to spread these fields ; to roll 
these waters ; to create and promote and perfect 
vegetation ; to moisten, and warm, and fertil- 
ize the ground that it may yield a harvest ; to 
lift up these mountains and throw them around 
us as safe and pleasant fortifications, as impreg- 
nable bulwarks of defence ? Why are we not 
to-day wandering over Arabian deserts ? Why 
are we not suffering with cold, or perishing 
upon Greenland's ice-bound shores ? Why 
have our lines fallen to us literally in such 
pleasant places ? Why have we so goodly an 
heritage ? Who hath made us to differ ? To 
all such enquiries we may cordially and grate- 
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fully answer — " Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
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I am to notice 

II. What may be termed the civU history 
of this town. 

Before the place was settled by the whites 
it was doubtless inhabited by the Indians. This 
is evident from several circumstances. Weap- 
ons and utensils which could have been used 
onh" by the savage, have often been found in 
difierent parts of the town. And we are in- 
formed that as early as 1726, the river used to 
be crossed half a mile below the bridge, at the 
north end of the village.* This spot, or rather, 

* A circumstance occurred hero, related by Pres. 
Dwight, which is among the marvellous, and the fact is 
worthy of being preserved. " A Mr. Van Rensselaer, 
a young gentleman from Albany, came one evening into 
an inn, kept by a Mr. Root, just at the eastern end of the 
bridge. The inn- keeper, who knew him, asked him 
where hd had crossed the river. He answered, **on the 
bridge." Mr. Root replied, that that was impossible, 
because it had been raised that very day ; and that not 
a plank liad been laid on iu Mr. Van Rensselaer said 
that it could not be true, because his horse had come over 
without any difficulty or reluctance ; that the night was so 
profoundly dark, as to prevent him from seeing anything 
distinctly ; but that it was incredible, if his horse could 
see sufficiently Well to keep his footing any where, that 
he should not discern his danger, and impossible for him 
to pass ' over the bridge in that condition. Each went 
to bed dissatisfied, neither believing the story of the other, 
in the morning, Mr. Van Rensselaer went, at the soli- 
citation of his host, to view the bridge } and finding it a 
naked frame, gazed for a moment with astonishment, and 
lainted."— Pbes* Dwigot's Travels. 
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perhaps, what was then termed " The Great 
Wigwam," standing upon this spot, was called 
the " Castle." It must have been nearly in 
rear of the present Congregational Church. 
There is also a tradition that there used to be 
quite an Indian settlement on this ground. 
And it is certain that the graves have been dis- 
covered three quarters of a mile ahove the 
Bridge, on the east side of the river. In one 
instance, a number of human skeletons were 
found, buried within a few feet of each other, 
supposed to have belonged to the Indian race. 
Another very interesting fact is mentioned. 
The^r*^ missionary efforts in behalf of the In- 
dians were made in this place. We are told 
that the scattering tribes both from Stockbridge* 
and Sheffield were collected here in 1732 and 
'33, to receive instruction from Mr. Sergeant, 
their missionary and school teacher, who was 
sent among them previous to their final estab- 
lishment in Stockbridge. But this settle- 
ment must have been broken up before the au- 
tumn of 1734, for then there were no Indians 
in town, and but few in the county. Thus they 
began to be scattered, until now their descend- 
ants and their brother tribes are dispersed, per- 
secuted, oppressed and abused ; until they have 
been driven beyond the Rocky Mountains, and 
well nigh driven from existence. The voice 
of their blood cries to heaven for a redress of 
their accumulated grievances! May God 
save us from deserved judgments on their ac- 
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count I May God hasten the day of their com- 
plete redemption I 

The permanent settlement of this town by 
the whites, was commenced as early as 1730, 
some years befdre it was re^larly surveyed. 
The first inhabitants were Dutch and English. 
Among the English, was the family of Mr. 
Joshua Boot, whose grave stone may still be 
seen in the old burying-ground, bearing date of 
1730; half a mile south of the village, and is 
the oldest one standing. Tradition tells us that 
he came from Westfield in this State, with his 
wife and an Indian to guide them along the foot- 
path through the dense forest ; and that they 
brought all their furniture and property on a 
yoke of oxen and a cow. Such a journey, un- 
iet those circumstances might excite a smile at 
the present day, when distance is nearly anni- 
hilated, and we can fly over the earth on the 
wings of the wind. But possibly, a hundred 
years hence, those who come after us, may 
hate greater occasion to wonder at the little 
improvement wc have made with all our advan- 
tages. 

The Upper Housatonic was surveyed by 
Timothy Dwight, Esq., of Northampton, in Oc- 
tober, 1736. The northern part was afterwards 
taken off by Stockbridge, then called Indian 
Town. A portion on the west side was cut off 
in 1773, united with some other portions, and 
formed into what is now the town of Alford. 
And the portion east of Stockbridge was also 
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taken off in 1777, and united with a portion of 
Washington, and formed into another township 
and called Lee. The remainder of the Upper 
Housatonic, with small changes, and the section 
south of the hridge, constitute the present town* 
ship. It was called Great Barrington, because, 
as I am informed, after sending the name of 
Barrington to the Legislature, it was ascertain- 
ed that there was another smaller town of that 
name, and the "Great" was added to distinguish 
it from that, and not, as strangers sometimes 
suppose, because we have any very peculiar 
claim to such an appellation. 

This town was formed into a separate parish 
about the year 1740. The first town or parish 
meeting of which there is any record, was held 
March 29, 1745, at which Josiah Phelps was 
Moderator, and William King, Clerk. Previous 
to this time, all civil and ecclesiastical business 
was done in the name of the Proprietors of Up- 
per Housatonic. After this period, until 1761, 
it was done in the name of the North Parish 
of Sheffield. Great Barrington was incorpo- 
rated into a town by its present name, and se- 
lected as the Seat of Justice for the county of 
Berkshire, during the year 1761. Soon after, 
county buildings-were erected in this place, and 
courts were held here until 1787 ; when, for 
the sake of having them more central, they 
were removed to Lenox. 

During the second French war, about 1755, 
a block house was built a mile above the bridge, 
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on the west side of the river, as a place of se- 
curity to which the inhabitants might flee in 
case of an attack. 

Among the fiarst settlers of this town were 
some of the early descendants of the Puritans. 
In the spirit of their fathers, after providing 
themselves with the means of spiritual instruc- 
tion, they made it their first object to provide 
for the education of their children. A school 
house was early built, and a school established. 
In 1761, and for several years afterwards, £30 
and £40 were annually appropriated for the sup- 
port of this school. Since that time, the cause 
of common education has received an increas- 
ing attention, though it has never, by any means, 
engaged that deep and general interest which 
its vast importance demands. We have at 
present sixteen school districts, all of them sus- 
taining a school a greater part of the year. 
The Academy and Female Seminary at the 
village, are both of them in a flourishing state, 
and are well worthy of being patronized by the 
friends of education. The Seminary was com- 
menced by Misses Kellogg, in 1829, and is still 
under their care. Its location, its advantages 
for a thorough, useful, ornamental, and refined 
education, might recommend it in the highest 
terms ; but for its healthful mor(d,and religious 
influence, its kind and parental care of the pu- 
pils, few can be more distinguished. The 
Academy was commenced three years since by 
Mr. James Sedgwick, a graduate of Williams 
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College. For order and regularity, for kind and 
faithful discipline ; for scientific, classical and 
practical instruction, it would not suffer in com- 
parison with any similar institution. 

We are not a little indebted to our fore-fa- 
thers for introducing and advancing civilization 
among us. Had they been a different class of 
men, how different might have been our con- 
dition to day. In such an enterprise as they 
undertook, every thing depends upon commen- 
cing right — ^upon laying a deep and firm and 
broad foundation. But in praising our earthly 
benefactors, let us not forget the obligation of 
gratitude we are under to the great author of 
intelligence and virtue — the wise Disposer of 
all events — ^that He has favored us with such 
an ancestry ; one that did not love their money 
or their ease, more than the good order, the 
intelligence and virtue of society. In the hon- 
esty and fullness of thankful hearts, we may 
still say, " Hitherto hath the L#ord helped us."* 

* Tke Lawyers of GL Barrington. — Mark Hopkin^i, Da» 
vid Ingersoll. Theodore Sedgwick, Thomas Ivea, Erastus 
Pixley, John Whiting,, Mason Whiting, Robert L. Potter, 
George H. Ive«, James A. Hyde, William C Bryant, 
John C. Whitin<;, Increase Sumner, Francis Whiting, 
Ensign H. Kellogg, and Edward Whiting. — Besides the 
above, the following who werd natives of this place have 
beeti distinguished in their profession abroad. Joshua A. 
Spencer, Mark H. Sibley and Heman B. Potter. 

Physicians. — John oreck, Joseph Lee, Samuel Lee, 
William Whiting. John Budd, Samuel Reed, Samuel 
Baldwin* Thomaa Barstuw, Samuel Barstow, Royal 
Fowler, Benjamin Rogers, Thomas Bolton, George Lang- 
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I was to notice, 

in. Our Ecclesiastical History. We have 
among us four religious Denominations. For 
some years, there have been several families of 
Methodists living in different parts of the town. 
Some years ago, a church was gathered at 
V. D. Y ille. It consists of about 50 members ; 
the congregation 100, and the S. S. School 
about 75. They have had no organized church 
' or Society in this part of the town, until last 
year, when one was formed. It numbers about 
50 members j- the congregation 150, and the 
S. S. School 75. The Rev. Mr. Cook is their 
stated preacher. Having no regular place of 
public worship, they are accommodated with 
the Town House for holding meetings. 

In 1792 a Baptist Society was incorporated 
here. Now there is no organized church of 
this Denomination in tawn, and they have no 
regular place of public worship ; but there are 
several families of this persuasion among us ; 
and they, with the Methodist have the privilege 
of meeting a part ©f the time in the chapel at 
Van Deusenyille— a privilege granted to them 
when that house was built, as they assisted in 
its erection. 

It cannot be expected that I should enter as 
minutely or as correctly into the details of the 
history of the Episcopal Society, as a more 
familiar and faithful pen might. But I can- 
not do justice to my object, or to my own feel- 
ings, without recording some of the more prom- 
7 
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inent facts connected with the history of this 
denomination. 

The Dutch who first settled here were Lu- 
therans, and the English were Congregational- 
ists. Though accustomed to different modes of 
worship, government and discipline, they hap- 
pily united at first in building a meeting house, 
and in settling a minister. But finally, their 
different views of Church privileges led on to 
unpleasant events and transactions which re* 
suited in a separation. The people more gen- 
erally of a Dutch origin withdrew, and uniting 
with others who were before Episcopalians, they 
formed a new Society, after the Episcopal 
order, which was incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture in 1791. The Episcopal Church was or- 
ganized some time before, as early as 1760, by 
the Rev. Solomon Palmer, then a missionary 
at Litchfield, Conn. He preached here more 
or less as a supply from this time till his death 
in 1770. During the same year, he was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Gideon Bostwick, who was 
the first settled minister of the Episcopal deno- 
mination in this place. He had the oversight 
of this Church until 1793, when he died at New 
Milford, Ct» His remains were brought here 
to be buried, and his sepulchre is still with us. 

After his decease, the people were supplied 
for some time by several different clergymen. 
About 1805, the Rev. Samuel Griswold, from 
Salisbury, Ct. became their Rector, and sus- 
tained this relation until his dismission in 1^1. 
During the same year, the Rev. Solomon 
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Blakesly, of North Haven, Ct., was settled 
here ; he was dismissed in 1827. In the au- 
tumn of 1828, the Rev. Sturges Gilbert took 
the spiritual charge of this church. He con- 
tinued here until the spring of 1839, when he 
removed to Hobert, New York. Their present 
minister, the Rev. Samuel Hassard, came here 
at that time and has supplied them since. The 
church is now in a prosperous condition: it 
numbers one hundred and twenty communi- 
cants; the congregation averages about two 
hundred, and the Sabbath school seventy-five. 

The first Episcopal Church was erected in 
1764, and stood a quarter of a mile south of 
the village. The present one in the village 
was built in 1833. The chapel at Van Deusen- 
ville was built in 1829. Preaching was main* 
, tained there and at the village alternately, until 
Mr. Hassard came here ; he has preached reg- 
ularly at the, village. In 1839, a separate 
church and society were organized at the Ville, 
with the Rev. Mr. Parker, of Stockbridge for 
their Rector. They are now supplied by the 
Rev. Robert M. Chapman, The church con- 
sists of fifty-one members; the congregation 
averages about one hundred, and the Sabbath 
school about forty. 

I would embrace this opportunity to remark, 
that a very pleasant state of feeling has existed 
for several years between the religious societies 
of this place ; and for one, I would fervently 
pray that it may long, long continue. For 
what can be more desirable than intc^lUgent 
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christian harmony and peace, among those pro- 
fessing to love and serve the same Redeemer, 
and to be travelling to the same happy home ! 

A new Congregational society has grown up 
at Housatonic, a flourishing village five miles 
from the centre, in the north part of the to-wn, 
near the line of Stockbridge. They have built a 
a very comfortable and pleasant house of worship 
which was dedicated Oct. 12, 1842, and the Rev. 
Charles B. Boynton was settled as their Pastor. 
A church was organized there in June, 1841, 
and is now very flourishing. It contains one 
hundred and forty members ; the congregation 
averages about two hundred^ and the Sabbath 
school one hundred and twenty-five. 

The first meeting-house built in this place, 
was erected on the ground where the town- 
house now stands, and was completed in 1742. 
The one we now occupy was built in 1812. 
The first Congregational society was incorpo- 
rated in 1792. Before a separate parish was 
formed in this town, the inhabitants south 
doubtless attended meeting in Sheffield ; and 
those north in Stockbridge, As early as 1742, 
the people here employed the Rev. Thomas 
Strong to supply them for a short time. He 
afterwards settled in New Marlborough. On 
the 28th of December, 1743, they settled the 
Rev. Samuel Hopkins, afterwards Dr. Hopkins 
of Nevirport, Rhode Island. The parish voted 
him £60 settlement, and £35 as annual salary ; 
the latter was afterwards modified according to 
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tke circumstances of the people. His call to 
settle and his answer to the same are here 
copied from the records of Upper Housatonic. 
They are given verbatim, except that some un- 
essential preliminaries, in regard to pecuniary 
matters are omitted. 

" At a legal meeting of the Proprietors of 
Upper Housatonic and those lying between 
Upper Housatonic and the Indian land, held by 
an adjournment, September 9, 1743, Daniel 
Nash, Moderator. 

Votedf To give Mr. Samuel Hopkins a call 
to settle with us in the work of the Gospel 
Ministry. At the same meeting. Voted, To 
give the said Samuel Hopkins the sum of 
Qiirty-five pounds lawful money per annum, for 
! the nrst five years, and then to add forty shil- 

j lings a year for said years, which will make 

j forty-five pounds a year, and that to be his 

I stated salary, it being to enable him to go on 

I with his work. At the same meeting. Voted, 

To give the said Samuel Hopkins the simi of 
sixty pounds lawful money, for his settlement. 

At a legal meeting of the proprietors of a 
parish between Sheffield and Stockbridge, as 
the law directs, by an adjournment, November 
25, 1743, Mr. Thomas Norton, Moderator. 
"WHien the said proprietors took into considera- 
tion Mr. Samuel Hopkins' answer respecting 
! his settling among us, which is as followeth, 

" To the Proprietors of Upper Housatonic 
and those lying between Upper Housatonic 
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and the Indiaa land. — Sirs, — It is some time 
since you gave me a call to the work of the 
Gospel Ministry among you, and made me 
some offers of temporal things for my support 
in the world. I do now find myself disposed 
and willing to comply with your desires, and to 
come and settle among you in the great work 
to which you have called me, though insuffi- 
cient for and unworthy of such a great and sa- 
cred employment, and desirous of your constant 
prayers for me, that if I do come to you, I may 
come in the fulness of the blessing of the Gos- 
pel of Christ. And, as I may reasonably ex- 
pect to meet with many difficulties and trials 
and heavy burdens in this arduous and diffi- 
cult work, so I expect you will be willing to 
assist me, and be willing to contribute to my 
ease and comfort, so far as lies in your power. 
I am, (if my heart deceive me not,) willing to 
spend and be spent among you, if by any means, 
by the blessing of God, I may be instrumental 
of the good of you and yours ; and do with my 
whole heart subscribe myself, your servant in 
the cause of Christ. 

Samuel Hopkins. 
The following is the record of the Rev. Sam- 
uel Hopkins' ordination to the pastoral office of 
the Upper Propriety, and the second church in 
Sheffield, December 28, 1743. By letters mis- 
sive from said church ; to the second church 
in Springfield, the Rev. Samuel Hopkins Pas- 
tor ; to the church of Westfield, the Rev. John 
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Balletine, Pastor ; to the first church in Shef- 
field, the Bev. Jonathan Hubbard, Pastor ; to 
the church of Stockbridge, the Rev. John Ser- 
geant, Pastor ; to the second church of North- 
ampton, the Rev. Jonathan Judd* Pastor. Said 
Elders met with their delegates, and solemnly 
set apart to the work of the ministry, by ordi- 
nation, the said Samuel Hopkins as Elder and 
Pastor to the said second church of Sheffield, 
on the day and date above. 

Attest. John Sergeant, Scribe. 

Dr. Hopkins remained in this charge twenty?- 
five years, until the 18th of January, 1769, 
when, at his own request, was regularly dis- 
missed by a council called for that purpose. It 
seems to be a somewhat common impression, 
that he was sent away from this place, because 
he preached too sound, or rather, too hard doc- 
trines. It always seemed strange to me, that 
a New England people — the descendants of the 
Puritans — ^should compel their minister to leave 
them merely because he aimed to declare the 
whole counsel of God ; and that they should 
do such a thing, especially, in the orthodo:^ 
times of the eighteenth century, and in the or- 
thodox county of Berkshire ! But it afibrds me 
peculiar pleasure to be able, from authentic 
documents, to ciwrect such an erroneous impres- 
sion. ,It appears from a vote passed by the town 
on the second of January, 1768, that owing to 
some cause not mentioned, and probably to 
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sheer negligence, all the salary of Mr. Hop- 
kins had not been paid for five or six years pre* 
vious. He had doubtless waited for it as long 
he could consistently,' longer, perhaps than he 
ought, and now he justly claimed the payment 
of aU arrearages. The people felt too poor 
to raise so large an amount for the payment of 
an old debt, and especially for preachings and 
yet provide a competent salary for the current 
year. Their minister, on the other hand, felt 
that he could not remain with them, while there 
was no prospect of a future, or even a present 
support for himself and his numerous family. 
As a natural consequence, the relation must be 
dissolved. It seems, also, from a minute on 
the records of the church, that when Dr. Hop«- 
kins made a proposition to leave them, " nine 
of the brethren were present ; three of them 
voted for a council; four voted against it, and 
two voted neither way.** So that two-thirds of 
the acting members, a large majority for these 
days, were really opposed to taking any meas- 
ures to secure his dismission. I believe there 
is not a minute on record which affordis the 
slightest ground to suppose that the people gen- 
erally were dissatisfied either with his labors or 
with his sentiments. Dr. Hopkins was a direct 
lineal descendant of Stephen Hopkins, one of 
the Pilgrims who landed at Pl^outh in 1620 ; 
he was a native of Waterbury, Ct.; he gradua- 
ted at Yale College in 1741 ; and studied tbe^ 
ology with President Edwards of Northampton; 
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His religious sentiments were, indeed, strongly 
Calvinistic ; but excepting a few points of minor 
consideration, his theological views were essen- 
tially the same as those embraced and advocated 
by Pres. Edwards, and other distinguished New 
England divines of his day. 

The Puritans, it is freely admitted, adopted 
principles, and exhibited & spirit of the sterner 
cast. But this ought to be expected, in view of 
the circumstances under which their character 
was formed. They were Dissenters ; they 
were driven here by the storm of persecution. 
Here they eame to enjoy liberty of conscience, 
and to establish a religion opposed to one of a 
loose and Arminian nature, which they had just 
renounced. No wonder that they were, like 
reformers generally, a little ultra in some of their 
views and measures. But would that we might 
possess all their virtues with none of their 
faults. And it is no small honor to us, that one 
of the earliest sons of the Pilgrims was per- 
mitted, under God, to lay the foundation — the 
the corner stone — ^in the walls of our Zion. 
May the spirit which pervaded that noble band 
in the May-Flower, linger in the bosom of this 
Church, while time shall last ! 

The first Congregational Church in this place 
was organized on the 28th of Dec. 1743, the day 
on which Dr. Hopkins was settled. The church 
consisted of five members, besides the pastor viz : 
John Pixley, Jonah Pixley, James Sexton, Asa- 
hel King, and Jonathan Nash. On the fifth of 
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Febraary following, twelve others were admit- 
ted, three males and nine females. During the 
ministry of Dr. Hopkins, there was no general 
revival of religion in this place. While the Holy 
Spirit came, down upon other churches in the 
State like showers of rain, it seemed to pass 
this by, and leave it like " the heath in the des- 
ert, not knowing when good cometh." But it 
participated largely in the declension which 
followed. This fact greatly discouraged Dr. 
Hopkins ; over it he mourned in bitterness of 
spirit. But his labors were by no means lost. 
Mr. David Sandford, afterwards a pastor in 
Medway, and Dr. West, who was thjen settled 
at Stockbridge, and who, according to his owtk 
statements, entered the ministry without expe- 
riencing a change of heart, were both led, 
through his faithful efforts, to acknowledge a 
hope in the Savior, and were both, in after life, 
sound divines and successful preachers of the 
gospel. He was also instrumental in the con- 
version of a number of souls among his own 
people, a fact which he mentions with the pro- 
foundest humility concerning himself, and with 
the most devout gratitude to God. During his 
ministry here, he received into the church one 
hundred and sixteen individuals ; forty-five by 
recommendation, and seventy-one by profes- 
sion. All of them have long since gone to 
their final account ! 

Dr. Hopkins was distinguished for the strength 
of his mental powers ; for his patient and thor- 
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ough investigation ; for his industrious habits, 
and intense application ; for his every-day 
piety, his sound judgement, his good sense ; 
for his acquaintance with the Scriptures ; for 
his thoroughly studied, and highly instructive 
discourses ; and for his inviolable regard to 
principle. It is also stated by Dr. Channing, 
that Dr. Hopkins was the first, in this country, 
who had the moral courage or the philanthropy 
to open his lips against the evils of slavery and 
in behalf of the oppressed. As the character 
of Dr. Hopkins is so well known to the public ; 
as such a beautiful tribute was paid to his me- 
mory in our Centennial Discourse, I need not 
say more; as a token of respect to his moral 
greatness, I could not say less. 

After the dismission of Dr. Hopkins, the 
people were without a settled minister for nearly 
eighteen years. Though it appears, from a 
vote of the Church, that in May, 1773^ they 
invited the Rev. Daniel Grosvenor to become 
their pastor ; but he evidently did not accept 
the invitation, as the records furnish no further 
notice concerning him. 

On the 4th of May, 1787, the Rev. Isaac 
Foster was set over this people as iheir spiritual 
watchman. He was a native of Meriden, Ct., 
and graduated at Yale College in 1776. He 
was a man of exemplary piety, of good talents, 
and was an acceptable preacher and a useful 
minister. He remained here only three years, 
and admitted five to the Church. Twelve 
were received in the vacancy preceding his ordi- 
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nation. The people were much attached to 
him, and he was under the necesity of leaving 
them, only because they felt unable any longer 
to support him. As the records of the Church 
show, it was wholly in view of their pecuniary, 
and peculiar circumstances that they finally 
consented to have the pastoral relation dissolv- 
ed. In those days, perhaps, the important les- 
son had not been so fully learned as now, that 
" the Pulpit is indeed worth more than it costs." 

After the dismission of Mr. Foster, the peo- 
ple were again destitute of a settled minister 
for more than sixteen years. During this vacan- 
cy only eleven were added to the church. When 
tnere was no preaching, religious meetings 
were held on the Sabbath, and sermons read : 
thus the ordinances of the Gospel were perpet- 
uated, and the church preserved from utter ex- 
tinction. 

The Rev. Elijah Wheeler was ordained pas- 
tor of this church, September 24th, 1806. He 
had previously been a practising physician. 
But after he was hopefully converted, he de- 
voted himself to the work of the ministry, and 
was settled hrst and only in this place. He 
was a native of Pomfret, Ct. ; he did not re- 
ceive a classical education, but he studied the- 
ology with Dr. West, of Stockbridge. He 
preached the truth every day by a consistent 
Christian example, as well as from the pulpit 
on the Sabbath ; and he was owned and bless- 
ed of God as an instrument of great good ta 
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this people. He was an unflinching advocate 
of sound doctrine, and a faithful laborer in the 
vineyard of his Divine Master. At the time 
of his settlement the congregation was very 
small, and the church was well nigh extinct, 
consisting of only twenty members, six males 
and fourteen females. They were all far ad- 
vanced in life, so that their pastor scarcely had 
an Aaron or a Hur to stay up his trembling 
hands. And the few praying souls that were 
left, seemed to have hung their harps upon the 
willows and sat down by the river-side to mourn 
over the desolations pf Zion. Nor, in this small 
number, or in the society, did there seem to be 
any Ezra and Nehemiah burning with zeal to 
arise and build the walls of Jerusalem. 

In an unpublished sermon, Mr. Wheeler re- 
marks, that, " during the summer of this year, 
a spirit of prayer and devotion seemed to pre- 
vail among the members of our little church. 
Their friendship and communion seemed to be 
such as becometh the Gospel of Christ." As 
we might expect, in the course of this year, 
there were some tokens of the Savior's presence; 
several hopeful conversions ; and fifteen were 
added to the church. The most hopeful and 
interesting revival of religion that has ever 
been enjoyed in this place occurred in 1821 and 
*22. As the result of this precious work, fifty 
persons were added to the church : and forty 
were received at one communion season, on the 
memorable 12th of May, 1822. During Mr. 
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Wheeler's ministry here, he received one hun- 
dred and fifty-two into the church, nineteen by 
letter and one hundred and thirty-three by pro- 
fession. In this period, eleven were regularly 
dismissed ; six were excommunicated ; and 
twenty-nine died, making forty-six separations, 
and leaving one hundred and twenty-six mem- 
bers at the time of Mr. Wheeler's dismission. 

In consequence of feeble health, Mr. Whee- 
ler was dismissed on the 12th of February, 
1823, after a faithful and successful ministry of 
about seventeen years. He was able to preach 
in different places a part of the time for the re- 
maining four years of his life. For a long 
time his constitution had been feeble, and he 
.oy\ died March 20th, 1m7. His last end was em- 
\ phatically peace. lie never left the place, and 

thus in a sense, he lived and died among his 
own people. 

On the same day of Mr. Wheeler's dismis- 
sion, and by the same council, the Rev, Syl- 
vester Burt was installed in his stead. He was 
a native of Northampton ; he graduated at 
Williams College in 1804 ; he studied theology 
with Dr. Lathrop of West Springfield. He 
had previously been settled at Weston, and 
after that at New Marlborough. Mr. Burt ex- 
hibited superior talents, and many times was 
very powerful in his pulpit efforts. During his 
ministry, there were several seasons of reli- 
gious interest among his people. The greatest 
number added to this church in any year, was 
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in 1831 ; then thirty were added. In the whole 
time of his settlement, one hundred and ninety- 
seven were received to the church ; sixty-three 
by letter ; and one hundred and thirty-four by 
profession; and one hundred and thirty-two 
were separated from it ; leaving one hundred 
and eighty-five at his death. 

In the few last month's of Mr. Burt's life, 
he experienced peculiar and severe trials, which 
deeply affected his mind, and doubtless hasten- 
ed his death. A council was called to dismiss 
him, but God saved him that heavy stroke. 
On the second Sabbath of January, he was ex- 
pected to preach his new year's discourse. It 
was prepared; the people were assembled to hear 
him, but were informed that he was unable to 
attend the meeting. In the morning he com- 
plained of being unwell — in the afternoon he 
died ! The council came together on the day 
appointed for his dismission; but they had 
been informed of his decease, and they met 
now', not to dismiss him, but to attend his fune- 
ral, and mourn their loss. He died the 10th of 
January, 1836, after laboring thirteen years 
among this people in the sacred work of the 
ministry. He is the second minister of our 
denomination, and the third of any, who have 
died in this place, or whose sepulchres are with 
us. 

After Mr. Burt's death, the people were des- 
titute of a settled minister for a little more than 
e year. In this period, they gave the Rev. 
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George Foot a call to settle with them. But 
he declined ; and he was the only one who 
preached as a candidate during this vacancy. 

In August, 1836, your present pastor, while 
at the Seminary, was invited by your commit- 
tee to come and supply the desk for a few Sab- 
baths. He came and preached his first sermon 
here on the first Sabbath in September; con- 
tinued as a supply through the winter, and was 
ordained on the 19th of April, 1837. The 
last seven years is familiar to you all. For us, 
its history need scarcely be written. I fear it 
exhibits but few bright spots. It has been to a 
lamentable extent, a season of spiritual dearth 
and moral darkness. Yet, in the riches of His 
free grace, God has not entirely forgotten nor 
wholly forsaken us. Several times the cloud of 
mercy seemed to gather over this Church, and 
a few drops descended; but our unbelief, or 
ingratitude, or worldliness, kept back the abun- 
dant shower. Nevertheless, we should not de- 
spise even the day of small things. While 
truly humble for our sins, we should duly ap- 
preciate the least token of Divine goodness.' 

So far as externals are concerned, this people 
and community were never in a more enterprising 
and prosperous state. This may be owing to the 
combination of several circumstances and cau- 
ses, particularly in regard to the Congregational 
society. Some very pleasant changes have 
been eflfected in the affairs of this church and 
society. Our house of worship, which had so 
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long been desolate, has been converted into 
parish property ; has been thoroughly repaired, 
and by the munificence of the ladies, it has 
been comfortably and richly furnished. Now 
each one can contribute his proportion in sup- 
porting the institutions of the gospel, while at 
the same time he accommodates himself with a 
pleasant home in the sanctuary. The congre- 
gation, I am told, has doubled within seven 
years past, and now contains four or five hun- 
dred ; the church two hundred and one, and the 
Sabbath school three hundred. The people 
generally give remarkably good attention to 
the truth. This was noticed by Mr. Wheeler 
when he first preached here; it has often been 
observed and spoken of by strangers : if it has 
become a habit, it is worthy of being stereo- 
typed, and handed down to the latest genera- 
tion. "For, faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God." 

During the past seven years, not a season has 
gone by, without witnessing some hopeful con- 
versions among us, nor scarcely a communion 
season, without a smaller or larger accession to 
our numbers. There has been, however, no 
time of general religious interest until last 
winter. Indeed, this is the only extensive re- 
vival that has occurred here since 1831. This 
awakening commenced in the fall of 1842. 
The first indications of if that I had discover- 
ed, were on the day of our church fast previous 
to the communion season in November. From 

8 
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that time the interest gradually increased among- 
some of the brethren. Prayer meetings were ' 
multiplied and well attended. While we were 
increasing our efforts, and the Episcopalians 
were also laboring; the Methodists commenced 
a series of meetings at the Town House, which 
were continued, mostly in the evening, for 
months. In this state of things, the feeling 
spread and deepened among the impenitent, 
until, in the middle of winter, the excitement 
among all classes, was tremendous and uncon- 
trollable. For weeks, especially on Sabbath 
evenings, the three houses of public worship in 
the centre of the town were literally thronged, 
and nmltitudes went away, because the places 
had become "too strait." Large numbers in 
all the congregations expressed ahopeinChrist.^ 
Thirty have already united with this church, 
and probably many more than that, belonging 
to the congregation, ought still to come for- 
ward. 

Since September, 1836, ninety-four have been 
separated from this church, one hundred and 
seventeen have been added. It now consists of 
one hundred and ninety-seven members, and is 
larger to-day than it ever was before. This 
is said, not boastingly, I hope, but in praise to 
the rich grace of our God ; for he has done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad. 

The following is a correct list of those who 
have held the office of Deacon in this church, 
and the time of their appointment, so far as I 
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have been able to ascertain. There possibly 
may be one or two others, though I think not. 

LIST OF DEACONS. 

Jonah Pixley, 1743 ; Timothy Hopkins, 1753; 
Israel Root, May 10, 1773; Daniel Nash, May 
10,1773; Elijah Kingsley, 1797; Eleazar 
Barritt, 1797 ; William Remely, May 6, 1811; 
George Beckwith, May 6, 1811 ; Elias Arnoldr 
Jan. 12, 1827 ; Gilbert Ford, Jan. 12, 1827 ; 
Allen Henderson, May 1, 1835 ; Benajah W. 
Turner, April 22, 1841 ; William Ives, April 
22, 1841 ; Francis Whiting, Jan. 30, 1843. 

The following ministers have been either 
bom or educated here. There may be some 
few others. Rev. Bentoji Pixley, missionary 
to the Great Osages ; Rev. Harvev Hitchcock, 
missionary to the Sandwich Islands; Rev. 
■ ■■ ■ Morley, Episcopal, preaching near Bos- 
ton ; Rev. John Stone, D. D. Episcopal, set- 
tled in New York ; Rev. Calvin Durfee, set- 
tled at South Dedham ; Rev. Edwin Van Deu- 
sen. Episcopal, settled, near Washington ; Rev, 
>■ Underhill, Methodist, itinerating ; Rev. 

G, C. Beckwith, Secretary of the American 
Peace Society ; Rev. Barak B. Beckwith, 
preaching in Grosvenor, N, Y.; Rev. William 
W. Turner, Teacher in the Insane Retreat, 
Hartford ; Rev. E. Turner, one of the band of 
missionaries to the West. 

In reviewing the history of this people fox 
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the past century, we find much that is m- 
structive, encouraging and admonitory ; much 
that is forcibly illustrative of this truth — "Hith- 
erto hath the Lord helped us*" What but His 
omnipotent arm, His unwearied goodness and 
grace have upheld and preserved this church 
when sinking amid the billows of trouble ? 
What but His unseen hand has kept the bush 
from being consumed, when so often on fire ? 
What but His special kindness and care have 
perpetuated to us the privileges, and blessings, 
and hopes of the gospel ? Shall we not set 
up our Ebenezer, and cover it with Inscrip* 
tions of praise to His great and holy name ? 
The seasons of 1616, '21, '27, '31, and '43, we 
should bear in especial remembrance. Let 
the people praise Thee, God, let all the peo* 
pie praii^e Thee ! 

From a review of the past, we may learn the 
vast importance of faithfully sustaining the in- 
stitutions and ordinances of the Gospel. All 
our natural, and social, and civil advantages 
will avail us comparatively little, without the 
salutary influences of religion. Greece can 
display more beautiful hills, and valleys, and 
fields; Germany can furnish more celebrated 
schools and seminaries of learning ; Italy can 
present richer sceneries and more enchanting 
landscapes ; even many portions of barren, de* 
graded, despised Africa can boast of a richer 
soil, and a healthier climate than our own NeW 
England. But these countries have not reach* 
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ed the same point of mortd elevation with us, 
mainly because they have not enjoyed, to the 
same extent, the benign influence of Christiani- 
ty. It is the gospel — as we have heard it so 
ably proved, so beautifully illustrated in our 
Centennial Discourse — it is emphatically the 
Gospel, in its hallowed, renovating, sanctifying, 
restraining and saving influences, in the mould- 
ing hand of the Spirit, that has done so much 
for us. As a church, then, shall we not feel, 
and assume the responsibility of sustaining it ? 
Shall we not be united upon sound, intelligent 
principles ? Shall we not oppose sin, promote 
virtue, and at all hazards— come what may — 
shall we not stand by the ark of the Lord, and 
preserve inviolate the sacred legacy bequeathed 
to us by our fathers, and our father*s God ? As 
a society, too, will you not lend a strong hand 
for the support of the Gospel ? How can we 
do without it even for this life ? 

I have ever admired the worldly wisdom of 
that man, who, though not a professing chris- 
tian, refused to purchase a farm in a town of a 
neighboring State, becatise they had no regular 
preaching in the place, "For," said he, "though 
property is cheap there now, it will always 
be cheap ; it will diminish in value, without 
the restraining and elevating influence of the 
Gospel." He judged correctly. If we regard 
only the present world, it is miserable economy 
— ^nothing will make a people so poor — as to 
try to live without the preaching of the Truth, 
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and its associated means of grace. Without 
them, what would be the tone of morals among 
us, what the state of society ? Let an array 
of facts answer. Yes ! to speak of nothing 
else, let the condition of this people in their 
long seasons of destitution answer. Let the 
desolating floods of intemperance, profaneness, 
Sabbath-breaking, gambling, horse-racing, and 
unhallowed revelries answer. Let the fearful 
tide of iniquity that has swept over this fair 
heritage answer. 

I have been informed by Dr. Shepard, that 
Gov. Sullivan, while ojfficiating as' Attorney 
General, passed through this place, and seeing 
the doors of the Sanctuary thrown open for the 
beasts of the field, or rather of the street, to 
dwell in; seeing the iniquity that prevailed 
here, inquired of him at a session of the court 
in Lenox, " respecting the Congregational so- 
ciety in Great Bakeington, as to their ability 
to support the stated preaching of the Gospel." 
He said, he had learned that they had not had 
much preaching in that place for years, and 
they probably did not tmsk to have. And (as a 
natural consequence, you will observe,) the 
state of morals in that place was so deplorable, 
that he began to think he should have to get 
the society indicted for a neglect to support re- 
ligious worship. But he found, Dr. Shepard 
adds, that the people were making an effort to 
settle a minister; so he did not present his 
charge. 
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The time was, when a report went out from 
this place that the small-pox was raging here ; 
(and there were a few cases of it in town,) and 
that there was a hospital in the village, in 
which the unhappy victims were collected. The 
traveler, as he caught the report, would go 
round for miles ; or, if he must pass through 
the place on some very important business be- 
yond, or in the borders of the town, he would 
improve his opportunity at the midnight hour, 
when no one would probably be stirring at the 
centre where the plague raged, and then his 
horse must go under the lash, and at the top of 
his speed, lest he should catch the deadly dis- 
order. But the Governor thought that in his 
visit, there was prevailing here a malady of suf- 
ficient magnitude to require an indictment be- 
fore the Court of our Commonwealth ; an evil 
more infectious, more fatal, more destructive, 
more desolating than any physical disease. 
Viewing things in their proper light, he cer- 
tainly was not mistaken. And the only sure 
remedy for this moral leprosy is the (Jospel. 
Rally, then, one and all, rally around this holy 
standard. Liberally sustain the precious in- 
stitutions of religion ; encourage and aid the 
Sabbath School; provide generously for the 
cultivation of sacred music, always be in your 

E laces on the Sabbath and in the Sanctuary ; 
ear the word, repent of sin, believe on Christ, 
3^eld to the. Spirit ; love and serve God, — then 
shall the Gospel prove, not only beneficial to 
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you in this life, but the precious means of your 
eternal salvation. Then will you also hand 
over to others, the sacred trust committed ^to 
your care ; and then shall these hallowed in- 
stitutions and influences be perpetuated here 
till time shall be no more ! 

Concerning the people whom I love, may I 
not be permitted to add ; your joys, your sor» 
rows, your hopes, your trials, your plans, your 
pursuits, your prosperity and your interests, in 
the highest sense, are mine. And if it be the 
pleasure of the Master whom I serve ; if I may 
only be useful here ; may have your confidence, 

four sympathies, your prayers and cooperation; 
ask no higher honor, than to spend my life in 
doing good to your souls, in winning many 
unto righteousness ; to lie down at last by the 
side of my predecessors; to arise with this 
congregation among your own tombs ; and to 
shine forever as some humble star in the firma- 
ment of heaven ! 
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SUMMARY. 



Great Barrington is the oldest town in the 
<rounty except Sheffield, and the fourth in point 
of property. It began to be settled by the 
whites as early as 1720 ; it was surveyed in 
1736; and incorporated in 1761. It has nearly 
2,700 inhabitants ; 472 families ; 406 dwelling 
houses ; 3 villages ; 4 taverns ; 1 town house ; 
1 1 stores ; 40 shops ; 2 tanneries ; 1 bakery ; 
2 post offices ; 9 factories ; 2 grist mills ; 10 
saw mills ; 1 marble quarry and mill ; 1 tin 
and stove ware house ; 16 school districts ; 16 
school houses; 20 schools; and ONE GIN 
DISTILLERY ! The town pays Sl,157 64 
for the support of common schools ; $2,400 00 
for the support of preaching ; $800 00 for the 
support of paupers. • In the town, there are 4 
meeting houses ; 4 religious denominations ; 6 
congregations; 6 churches; 600 communi- 
cants ; 700 children and youth who attend Sab- 
bath schools ; about 1,200 is the average at- 
tendance upo^ Public Worship on the Sabbath ; 
and the aggregate attendance is about 1,600, 
being less than two-thirds of the whole popu- 
lation. Making a liberal allowance for those 
who go to meeting in other places, as a few do ; 
for children who are too young, and for the 
aged and infirm who are unable to attend, and 
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we shall find about six hundred individuals who 
habitually absent themselves from public wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. What shall be done for 
these perishing hundreds ? — ^is a grave ques*- 
tion for the benevolent. 

We are one and all admonished, that what we 
do for our own spiritual good, must be done 
quickly! Hear ye that solemn knell ? It strikes 
the rapid flight of time. It tells us that a cen- 
tury has fled since the organization of this 
Church. In these hundred years what scenes 
have transpired among this people ? what re- 
cord has been made on high ? AH cannot be 
known until learned from the book of God's 
Remembrance. But some things are obvious. 
Five Ministers have been settled over this 
Church; three have been dismissed; and four 
have gone to their rest. The people have been 
35 years with no regular preaching, and 65 
years with regular preaching; 5,200 Sabbaths 
have been spent ; not less than 7,000 sermons 
have been preached on the Sabbath; and prob- 
ably more than 10,000 in the whole time ; there 
were 116 admitted by Dr. Hopkins; 11 in the 
vacancy ; 9 by Mr. Foster : 30 in the vacancy : 
158 by Mr. Wheeler ; 199 by Mr. Burt; 3 in 
the vacancy ; and 120 by (myself,) Mr. Turner : 
648 total from organization ; 652 total number 
of members ; 197 total number of members 
January 1st, 1844, and 169 resident members, 
and 423 have been separated from it ; and prob- 
ably more than 1,000 have beea hopefully con- 
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verted in the congregation. How many souls 
have been lost ? — ^the picture is too dark for 
exhibition, nor can we know till the Great Day 
shall solve this fearful question. In the past 
century, doubtless over 2,000 deaths have oc- 
curred within the precincts of this town ; and 
about 35 individuals, some of all ages and clas- 
ses, are annually swept to the grave. 

A hundred years to come ! how ignorant of 
its transactions ! But, some things we know of 
a certainty — ^that all who repent and believe, 
shall be saved ; that all who do not, must per- 
ish ; that God will still reign unchanging and 
unchangable ; that we must have all passed 
away from this stage of action ; that we shall 
still live ; and that we shall have entered on 
our changeless destiny beyond the grave. 
Standing upon this high point of time between 
the past and the future, let us form new resolu- 
tions ; and let us henceforth keep heaven in our 
eye, and prepare for its bliss ! 

Great Barbington, Jan. 16, 1844. 
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ERRATA. 

The following names should have been 
Padded to the list of Physicians on page 96 : 

George Langeton, Thomas Drake,. Ransom 
Hollenbeck, Alvan Wheeler, J. W. Couch, 

Alvan H. Turner, Warner, N. B. Picket, 

and G. R. Pierce. 

On page 97th, and 10th line from top, for 
"this part," read, "the central part." 

On page 109th, and 7th line from the bot- 
tom, for "hopeful," read "powerful." 

On 110th page, and 16th line from top, for 
1887, read 1827. 



